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Diſſenting Pariſhioner 


CONSIDERED, &c. 


HAT. nothing is more deſireable than Peace 

and Union amongft Proteſtants; as nothing 

is more neceſſary tor our Defence and Safety 
againſt our common Enemy, is the general 
Sentiment of all the wiſe and thinking Part of the Nati- 1 
on; and of all that are hearty Friends to the preſent "i 
Eſtabliſh'd Government, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the n 
Proteſtant Religion, I his is what has been frequently by : 
our moſt Excellent Queen in the moſt moving Rheto- 
rick, recommended to us from the Throne; And it may 1 
well be look d upon as a good Prefage, that there is ſuch "8 
a general Diſpotition in Proteſtants of all Perſwaſions, to 
lay afide their little Differences and Quarrels, to forget 
thoſe Animoſities and Contentions that heretofore di- 
ftrafted us, and had well nigh invellop'd us in inevitable 
Ruine; to treat one another as Fellow-vrethren, and 
Chriftians, and unite in the zealous purſuit of the 
Things that make for our 8 Peace and Secu - 


rity: 
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rity: And none certainly will refuſe to do ſo, but who 
are under the unhappy Impreſſions of an unreaſonable 
Bigottry to their Party and Opinions. For what if we 
difagree in ſome Things? What if we be not of one 
mind concerning ſome Modes of Worſhip, or Forms of 
Eccleſiaſtick Government ? Is their not an Agreement in 
Things of, greater weight and conſequence ? We are as 
Chriftians agreed, in owning the lame Fundamental Do- 
Qrines and Articles of Faith; and our Worſhip for Sub- 
ſtance is the ſame; we worſhip the ſame God, in the 
Name of Chriſt; there is one Faith, one Hope, one Bap- 
tiſm in common to us all: And do we not all conſent to 
renounce the Errors, the Idolatry, the Superſtitions of 


 Kome? That as Chriftians (could we but ſee it) we 


have one undivided Intereſt; and as Fellow - ſubjects and 
Engliſh-men, we have the ſame Liberties and valuable 
Privile that were handed down to us by our Fore- 
fathers, ànd are ſecur'd by our matchleſs Conſtitution. 
It is plain to all that are not wilfully blinded; that we are 
embarqued in the ſame Veſſel, and muſt either ſink or 
ſwim together. Beſides the preſent Government ſtears 
is ſelf by ſuch Wiſe and Chriſtian Methods is ſo full of 
Clemency and Indulgence, is managed with, ſuch a hap- 
py Temper and Moderation towards all Parties; that 
all have Reaſon to be eaſie, and the wiſe and ſober of all 
will be ſo- The Eſtabliſh'd Church hath all that it can 
reaſonably defire, and the trueft Patrons thereof will 
with for; the Queen is intirely theirs ; She has all along 
been brought up in, and inur'd to the Communion of 
the Church, and is moſt ſteady and firm to the true In- 
treſt thereof, and intruſts the Management of Publick 
Affairs with thole that are the Churches beſt and moſt 
faithful Friends: And who in her ſhort Reign has done 


more to advance the Grandure and Wealth of the.Cler- 


£y, than all her Predeceſſors fince the Reformation have 
done: And the Diſſenters have all the Reaſon in the 
World to be ſatisfied; ſince they have repeated Aſſu- 
rances from the Throne, that their Tolleration ſhall be 
:nvi0lably prefrv/d; and that their Liberty of ſerving 
God, according to their Conſciences ſhall be * 
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Diſſenting Pariſhioner conſidered, &c. 3 
And methinks under ſuch a happy and indulgent Go- 
vernment, all Animoſities ſhould ceaſe, and all Contro- 
verſies about leſſer Matters be ſilenc d; that our Nation 
in ſome meaſure ſhould reſemble Solomon's Temple in the 

Building, in which their was no noiſe of a Hammer or 
working Inſtrument heard: All Minds ſhould. be eaſie, 
and Peace and Quietneſs reign amongſt us; and that 
their ſhould be no other Contentiòn, than who ſhould 
excel in Loyalty and Affection to the beſt of Queens; in 
Zeal for real Religion and Piety; in a vigorous Oppoſi- 
tion of the common Enemy. But it is moſt obvious, 
there is a ſort of Men amongſt us, that are avowed Ene- 
mies to Moderation; and zealous Oppoſers of all Union 
amongſt Proteſtants z who dread nothing more then a 

ood underftanding between the Church and moderate 
iſſenters ; if any moderate healing Councils are offered, 
or any Expreſſions drop from the Throne, that encoura- 
ges a Chriftian Temper and Forbearance in both; that 
we ſhould lay aſide thoſe Heats and Diftance, that not 
many Years ſince brought us to the very brink of Ruine; 
the Alarm is immediately given, and the cry in an in- 
ſtant carried through the Kingdom, The Church is in 
| danger, the Church is in danger. Whereas if ſhe be in 
danger it is from none but themſelves, and a Man may 
without a Spirit of Prophecy predict, that if ever ſhe be 
overthrown their Hands will help to pull her down, For 

if we may judge of the reſt, by the Writings of ſome of 

the Leading men among them; they are acted by Prin- 60 

ciples that are utterly inconſiſtent with the Being and 1 

Exiftence of the Church of England, as a Proteſtant Re- 

formed Church. They are a ſort of Amphibious Crea- 

tures; their outward Complexion is Ergliſh, but their 

Hearts are French: They run down the Dutch, the Scosch, 

Geneva, and all the Reformed Churches abroad z but 

the French they applaud to the Skies; and they openly | - i 

abet and plead for the Plan of Groiius and Caſſander, for | 

a Coaleſcency with the French Church; and a Union with | 

the Papiſts upon their Bottom; as might be abundantly 

Os .- prov'd, from the Writings of Heylin, Saywell, Parker, 

Thorndike, Dodwell, Lejsly, and many others; ſuch a U- 
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nion they wonderfully magnifie, and argue for it, as 
very feaſible and highly neceſſary, to ſupport the Ho- 
nour and Grandure of the Church, and effectually to 
ſecure it from all Hereſie and Schiſm ! The Oppoſers of 
this their myſterious Deſign, are in the moft virulent 
and abuiive Manner traduc'd, without paying the leaft 
deference to Crowns and Miters; whereas all that are 
likely to prove friendly and favourable to that fruitleſs 
Project for Catholick Unity, and thereby to undermine 
and blow up the Reformation; are careſs'd by them 
and it is well known that Men of that ſtamp, generally 
fide with Non-jurers, Facobites, Papiſis, and the open 
Enemies of the preſent Eſtabliſhment both in Church aud 
State. But on the other hand, they load thoſe they are 
Pleaſed to call the Low-church and the Difſenters, even 
all that are true to the Proteſtant Iutereſt, with all 
imaginable Reproach, and inſult them with all the 
Scorn and Contempt they can put upon them : Thoſe 
that are in full and compleat Communion with the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, that do not ſoar as high as themſelves 
but are acted with a Chriftian Temper and Moderation 
towards thoſe that differ from them, in things that are 
not eſſential to real Chriſtianity, they ſtigmatize wich 
the Name of Presbyterians and Diſſenters, becauſe in their 
Opinion nothing is more odious and vilifying, For the 
Diſſenters according to their Repreſentation of them, are 
a: pack of the vile Miſcreants the World has known; 
they bear the Name of Chriſtians, but they will not al- 
low them to have one grain of real Religion or Chriſti- 
anity { The State of the Papiſts whoſe Religion is Cruel- 
ty, as well as tainted with the groſſeſt Idolatry, is pre- 
terable to theirs; they are à part, tho' a corrupt one 
of the Catholick Church: Whereas Diſenters are ut- 
terly excluded, and are out of the Pale of the Church, 
and can not juſtly lay claim to any one Promile of the 
Goſpel, but are left to the uncovenanted Mercy of God 
with the Hrathen World: Yea in ſome Senſe as Mr. Leſs- 
ly inliguates, the Condition of the Heathen 

* Kegale, p. is better than theirs v. theſe are the 
263.5 Men that bavebeen the great Promoters, 
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Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 5 
and the main Fomenters of thoſe unhappy Diviſions, un 
der which the Nation has groan'd, and the zealous Op- 

ſers of all healing Attempts. Their Babel muſt be 
uilt by Confuſion, and our Diviſions at Home can alone 
make their Project for a Foreign Juriſdiion hopeful. 
If therefore any little ſquibbing Pamphlet comes forth, 
that odiouſly charaQterizes Men of Temper in the Church, 
and luftily damns the Diſſenters: How do they triumph 
And with what applaule do they follow it! Tho' the 
Principles the Author advances do as effectually wound 


the Cauſe of the Zſtabliſh'4 Church, as that of the Diſſen- 


ters: And I can't think otherwiſe, than that this is the 
Reaſon, why the Letters of Dr. Wells have been ſo 
greatly cry'd up, and fo induſtriouſly diſpers'd ; for the 
Proteſtant Reformation can never be ſupported by his Prin- 
ciples: And the firſt of his Letters, which is call'd a 
Letter to a Diſſeuting Pariſhioner, &c. I (hall now un- 

dertake to conſider. | 
By the Title this Pamphlet bears, it appears that 
ſome one of the Drs. Pariſh, had been ſo ſawcy and un. 
mannerly as to go to hear a Diſſenting Miniſter, without 
| aſking the Drs. good - leave: His Pariſhioner had put ſuch 
a value and efteem upon his own Soul, as to be willing to 
make uſe of the heſt helps and advantages he could to. pro. 
mote its Eternal Welfare; and theretore ſince the Queen 
and Government allow'd him the Liberty;he went to hear 
the Diſſenters, whoſe Miniſtry he found more helpful and 
beneficial to him than that ofthe Drs. *Tis certain no- 
things enrages ſome Men and puts their Spirit on the 
Fret and Chafe, like being flight'd and contemn'd: It 
muſt ſenſibly touch the Learned Dr, and wound him in 
his tender Part, that a Man of his Character and Learn» 
ing, who whilſt in the Univerſity had rais'd his Repur 
tation to a mighty hight, by his Notes on Dionyfius, 
ſhould in his Parochial Cure have ſuch an Affront and 
Slur put upon him, as that a Nonconformiſt ſhould be 
preferr'd to him, and accounted a more profitable ute: 
ful Preacher; This was a Provocation ſo great, that no 
wonder that a Man of his Spirit could not put it up 
without the utmoſt Reſentment ; tho if he would have 
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6 De. Wells Lotter tos 
allow d himſelf Time for calm and ſober Tho'ts, he would 
have found that this did not at all leflen his Character: 
For every Man has his peculiar Gift or Talent. A Man 
may underſtand the State of the World in older Times, 
and know. how to draw Plans and Maps thereof, and not 
have a mighty knack in Preaching. But it it was grant - 
ed, that the Dr. had received as great an Indignity and 
Affront, as can be imagin'd in the Caſe; I can't ſee any 
Reaſon, why the Preſs ſhould be troubled, and City and 
Country fill'd with an account of the Controverhe be- 
tween him and his Pariſhioner, much leſs was there a 
Neceſſity of attacking the whole Body of Diſſenters, with 
ſo much Fury; huffing, inſulting, hectoring ot them, by 
one Pamphlet after another, as tho' they were not able 
to bear the Breath of this mighty Man. What occaſion 
was their for his revival of the Controverſie between 
the Eſtabliſn'd Ci urch and Diſſenters, of which ſo much 
has been wrote with an equal Confidence of Vittory on 
both ſides? Was it becauſe he had ſuch a wonderful 
good Opinion of his own Performance, as to think he 
bad ont-done all that went before him ? To ſpeak treely 
my Sence, I think it is demonſtrable, that few have 
wrote on the Controverſie, that have exceeded him for 
malicious Suggeſtions and uncharitable Innuendo's, and 
feu have come ſhort of him for weakneſs of Reaſon and 
trifling Arguments. | | 

He begins his Letter. Neighbour, J hope you will tale 
my Word ſo far as to believe me, when 1 os you, that 
the only Motive which hath induc d me to apply my Self in 
this Matter 10 you, is my earneſt defire of your Spiritual and 
Eternal Welfare. And I hope the Dr. will not take it 
amiſs, that the Diſſ unters ſuſpend their Belief; till he 
has given them ſome good Aſſurance, that he is really 
moy'd and acted with a hearty concern for their Eternal 
Salvation. The Diſſ-nters ate avowed Enemies to an im- 
plicite Faith, they are for ſeeing with their own Eyes, 
and believing according to Evidence, and without it 
they will no more in this Caſe credit a Man that writes 
D. D. at the end of his Name then any Body elſe : And 
tl ey are not aſham'd to confeſs, that they are ſo zealouſ- 


ly 


* 


Diſſenting Parifhiontr conſidered, Nc. % 
1 concern'd for, and ſuch hearty Friends to the Pro- 
am Reformation, believing it has Sctiptute Evidence. for 
its warrant; that they can't but he ſuſpicious atid Jeatous, 
that that Man is acted by no good Motives, and has no 
good or honeſt Ends in his view, that ſeeks tooyerthrow 
and raze the very Foundation of the NH both ac 
Home and Abroad, tho* it be under the diſguife, and 
r; retence, of expoſing the Diſenter, and repre- 
enting their great Sin of ſeparating from the Church, 
*Tis very likely the Dr. might think he ſhould ſcare 


his poor Pariſhioger, into a ready Conceſſion of all he 
ſhould demand, and a belief of all he ſhould ſay, when 


he had denounc'd his A4narbema againſt him, and with 
him againſt all the Diſſemrers. Therefore he tells him, 
He greatly bagards bis Eternal Welfare by bis Separation 
from their true and Eſtabliſh'4 Church, Yea in the next 
Page, pag. 4. he tells him, He expo d bimſelf to 4 Fatal 
Danger. That is, to certain inevitable Damnation; for 
no other Senſe can a fatal Danger of loſing their Eternal 
Welfare admit of, To read how liberal Men of the Drs, 
Kidney are in paſſing the Sentence of Damnation on the 
Diſſenters, it would tempt a Man to believe, that there 
was no Sin beſides that againſt the Holy Ghoſt, that was 
2 ſo unpardonable, and certainly damning as that 
of a Separation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. A Man may 
Drink, and Swear, and profane Sabbaths, and from them 
ſcarce ever hear of the Evil of ſo doing; but ſhould he 
pros ſo hardy and bold, as to'venture to hear Sermons 

yond the Limits of Holy Ground, Prefs and Palpit is 
immediately alarm'd, and by theſe High-flyers for this 
his offence he is doom'd to the Pit of Hen: And it can't 
but put a Man of Enquiry upon asking, who theſe Di. 
ſenters are? Certainly, they muſt be Sinners above the 
reſt of Mankind? What are they #eathens under the 


diſguiſe of Chriflians? Oh no. They acknowledge the 


true God and Redeemer, and do as confcientzouſly wor- 
ſhip him in their Cloſets and Families, and in publick As- 
ſemblies as the reſt of their Neighbours? And they may 
defie Malice it ſelf to ſay otherwile, than that their Lives 
are as regular, and that in their Converſations there is as 
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great an appearance, of their Integrity, Simplicity and 
Upri bees the Goſpel requires; as there 1 0 par- 
ty of Chriſtians of what Denomination, ſo ever. Surely 
then may ſome that are Strangers to them ſay, they 
muſt be groſs Hereticks, who maintain Errors that firike 
at the very Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion; and are 
directly oppoſite to the received Doctrinè of the Eſla- 
bliſb'd Church? But with Reference hereunto, they. are 
ſome of the Churches beſt and ſteadieſt Friends ( as is 
- Frankly own'd by a * Learn d Man of her 
* Dr, Ed- Communion ) they zcaloufly eſpouſe and 
wards in bis firmly adhere to, the Old Proteſtant Do- 
Preacher, #rine contain'd in her Articles, whilft ſome 
| of the great Dignitaries of the Church are 
ſeeking to overthrow and pndermine it, What then are 
they, may it further be enquir d? The Diſſenters com- 
monly call'd Presbyterians, againſt whom the Dr. writes, 
are a company of Chriſtians and Proreſtants, within this 
Kingdom; that agree with the Eſfabliſh'd Church in eve- 
ry thing that is Fundamental, and that is neceflary either 
to Chriftianity or Salvation: And they zealouſly affect 
the Proteſtant Religion and Intreſt; they greatly Honour 
the Memory of our firſt excellent Reformers, and think 
that what they did in their Time towards the refining 
the Church from the Ruſt and Droſs of the Corruptions, 
with which She was ſulljed was moſt wonderful. But 
25 "oy are ſo far from thinking with Dr. 
See Heylin's feylin, that the Death of King Edward 
Hiſtory of the the Sixth, was no Infelicity to the Church, 
Reformation. that they believe his early Death ohſtru- 
| Sed the Reformation, and prevented the 
bringing of it to that Perfection as was then intended. 
For -that Author owns, that the zealous Retormers in 
that Day, proceeded gradually, that People in all Pla- 
ces, being prepar'd by little and little, might with more 
eaſe and leſs Oppoſition admit the' Total Alteration, 
which was then deſign d. Whereas in Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, as he tells us, for fear of giving any Scandal or 
Offence to the Popiſh Party, ſome things aboliſh'd by 
King Edward, and revived by Queen Mary, were — 
$- $5285 ; * 428 j Eq, »-? Is dg* 3 11 . 3. tain? 
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for which ſhe receiv'd both Thanks and Honour from her 
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Diſſenting P ariſhioner conſidered, &c. 9 
tain'd as formerly in the Time of Henry the Eighth ; 


very Enemies, that is the Papiſts: And upon this ſcore, 
there are ſome things retain d in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
which neither the preſent Diſſenters, nor their Fore fa- 
thers could away with. They are far from ſeeking (as 
is by ſome maliciouſly infinuated ) the over-throw and 
Deftruftion of the Church; that all that they deſire and 
wait for is her further Reformation ; that ſhe may ap- 
pear more Auguft and Glorious, hy coming nigher tò the 
Primitive Standard; and till ſhe js more reform'd, they 
think it. is their Duty to worſhip God in that way, which 
they apprehend to be more agreeable to his Holy Will, 
and they are truly thankful to, God and the Goyerngment, 
that they are indulg'd with the Liberty of ſo doing. 
' This tho'a ſhort is a fair and juſt Repreſentation of 
them: And is there any thing in all this that is inconſi- 
ſtent with real Chriſtianity ? May not a man that acts by 
ſuch Principles be ſincere and honeſt, be truly pious to- 
wards God and Charitable towards Men, be furoiſhed with 
all that the Goſpel makes eſſentially neceſſary to Salvati- 
on ? Ay but the Dr. will ſay, They are guilty of a. Seperation 
from our true and Eſtabliſh'd Church, That is granted ; they 
can't come up to the impoſed Terms of the Eftabliſh'd 
Chu rch, and therefore they chooſe to worſhip God in that 
way which they apprehend to be more agreeable to the 
Purity and Simplicity of Goſpel-Worſhip ; And what hin- 
ders but theſe Aſſemblies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, may 
belong to the Body of Chrift, and that amongft them 
Salvation may be had, as well asi amongft thoſe that 
belong to the National Eftabliſhment ? What has God 
made Uniformity in Rites and Ceremonies neceſſary to the 
being of ſuch Religious Chriftian Aſſemblies, as he will 
own with his Preſence and Bleſſing ? Or has he confin'd 
Salvation to the Church of England, and thoſe that wor. 
ſhip him according to the form and Model thereof ? That 
the Church of England is a true Church the generality of 
the Diſſenters will freely own: Tho' they think there are 
. thoſe Corruptions in it that they ought and ſhould not 
comply with ; eſpecially when they can worſhip and ſerve 


God 
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God without them. And they do not doubt but the Re- 
formed Churches abroad are true Churches in the Com- 
munion of which Salvation is to be had; and that their 
worſhip is ſuch as God will accept, and be well pleas'd 
with, tho' in many of them there are none of thoſe im 
ſed Rites and myſtical Ceremonies with which outs is 
clog'd, and that their 1 1 is not the leſs acceptable to 
a Holy God, becauſe it is not lo Gay and Pompous as ours 
is: And I can't underftand why the ſame Opinion, may 
not be entertain'd of the Congregations and Worſhip of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters; unleſs we muſt think that that will 
be acceptable to God beyond the Seas which is not at 
Home. 'Tis a very juſt Cenſure that Dr. 
Liberty of Feremy Tayler paſſes upen ſuch uncharitable 
Prophe, pa. Bigottry, that will deny Religion and Salva- 
354 tion to thoſe that are not of their Party and 
Opinion. To make ( ſays he) the way to Heg- 
ven ſtraiter then God bas made it, or to deny to communicate 
with thoſe to whom God will vouchſafe to be united, and to re- 
fuſe our Charity to thoſe who bave the ſame Faith, becauſe they 
have not all our Opinions, and believe not every thing neceſſa- 
ry which we over-value is impious and gcbiſmatical, it inferrg 
Tyranny on one part, and perſwades and tempts to Unchariza- 
Bleneſs and Animoſities in both, 
But the Dr. out of his abundant Clemency and Com- 
on to his Pariſhioner (that he may if poſſible reſcue 
him from ſo fatal and dangerous an Error, as acting accor- 
ding to his Conſcience, and ſerving God in that way which 
he thinks moſt agreeable to his will, and taking the beſt 
helps he can for his Salvation) will be at ſo much pains 
with him as to evince and prove ( as well as he can) the 
following Aſſertions or Propoſitions, 

(1.) That you are indiſpenſably oblig'd to follow the 
Rules and Directions of ſuch as are duly authorized to be the 
Governours of that pars of the Chriſtian Church, which is with- 
in this Kingdom, and that in all things by them required of 
you which 47e not ſinful. 

( 2. ) That the Governours of that part of the Church,which 
is within this Kingdom are ( as far as concerns the Controver-. 
fie between us and you) thoſe which we now 4 days call Biſhops, 

0 | ( 3.) Tha 
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- * 


(3.) That nothing inful is requir d by the Governours of 
our Church. | | 

( 4- ) Shew the weakneſs of the Objections and Pleas made 
uſe of by you and your Party. _ 

I ſhall attend the Dr. in theſe his Motions and patient- 
ly wait for the proof of his Aſſertions. | 

( 1.) Says be I am to prove, that you are under an indiſpeu- 


W ſable Obligation to follow the Rules and Directions of ſuch as are 


duly authoriz's to govern that part of the Chriſiian Church, which 
is within this Kingdom,and that in al things by them requir'd 
of you which are not ſinful, 

That it is the Duty of Chriſtians to the utmoſt of their 
Power to obey the-lawfal Commands of lawful Authority 
is the avow'd Principle of the Diſſenters; to which (not- 
withſtanding the malicious miſrepreſentation of their un- 
charitable Enemies) their practice has all along been con- 
ſormable: And had the Dr. been as forward to obey Au- 
thority, as to recommend ſuch Obedience to others bis lit- 
tle invidious trifling Book had been ſtifled in the Birth, 
and not ſuffer d to ſee the Light: For he can't be igno- 
rant, that it is the Will and Pleaſure of the preſent 
Government; that Peace and Love amongft Proteſtants 


{ ſhould be cultivated, and that every thing ſhould be avoid- 


ed that tends to widen our Breaches, to foment our Dit- 
ferences, and to revive Controverſies amongſt Prote- 
ſtants: And how oppoſite hereunto this and the reſt of his 
Pamphlets are,none need be told that read them: They are 
fraught with notorious miſrepreſentations, and uncharita- 
ble luggeſtions againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters: And can 
any one think this is the way to heal our Diviſions, or 
leflen our Breaches ? Is it not the moſt effectual to enflame 


and widen them? And thereby gratifie a Party, that 


would triumph to ſee our Diviſions end in our Ruine? 
Twas the ſaying of a great Stateſman and 


Noble Peer in the late Reign, that the Op- The Earl of 


poſers of the Liberty of the Diſſenters could Warring- | 

not be heartily in the Intereſt of the Go- ton. | 

yernment. And it looks as if the Dr, tho't 

thoꝰ he is ſo cautious as not to [peak it out)that the Preſeut 

Government is not duly Authoriz'd to give Directions in 
| | this 
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this caſe, But tho the Drs. Aſſertion may readily be 
ſwallow'd by unwary and unthinking Men. yet thoſe that 
deliberately conſider and weigh it, may well enough re- 
fuſe to aſſent to it and that upon the ſcore. 

( 1. ) Of its Obſcurity it is cloath'd with ſuch dark ex · 
preſſions that we are at a loſs to know his Senſe and Mean- 
ing. He tells us we muſt obey thoſe that are duly Authorized, 
&c. But he does not acquaint us, what gives a due Au- 


thority in this caſe, nor who are inveſted with it, where 
this Authority is lodg'd in whoſe Hands it is plac'd; which 


is a great fault in one that pretends to write tor the Con- 
viction of the Deceiv'd and Erroneous: Since he can't but 
know (if he underſtand the Controverſie as he ſhould ) 
that the Diſſenters on one Hand queſtion whether any 
have Authority to determine fuch things as are ſcrupled 
by them; and on the other tho it is a received Tenent of 
the Church of England, that ſhe has a power to determine 
of Rites and Ceremonies, yet it is not agreed in whom 
this governing determining Power is Jodg d, Some have 


aſſerted it lay in the Crown ; others in the Three States of 


the Kingdom, the Queen, Lords, and Commons; others 
in the Convocation as the Repreſentative of the Church 


and therefore toſay we muſt obey thoſe that are duly Au- 


thoriz'd to give directions in this Caſe, is to ſay we muft 
obey ſome Body, but no Body knows whom. Tis true, 
the Dr. under the next general Head aſſerts that the 
Biſhops are the Governours as far as concerns the Con- 
troverſie. That by the Conftitution they are empower'd 
to govern their reſpective Dioceſſes according tothe Laws 
and Cuſtoms of the Eſtabliſhed Church is what is well known; 


But that they have Power beyond theſe to give Rules and} 
Directions for the Government of the Church, and to inſti- 


tute Officers over and above what Chriſt has done, and the 
like ; as the Dr. explains the matter in p, 7th, is a power 
(I ſuppoſe ) their Lordſhips will not lay claim to, nor be 


thankful to any that ſhall aſcribe it to them: And upon $ 


Second tho'ts, I believe the Dr. will not be very forward 
to aſcribe ſuch a Degree of Antherity to them, leaſt his 
Book notwithſtanding the mighty applauſe it has met 
with, be condemn'd by the lower Houle of Cogvocation, 
ang 


a YT . . A r . ECT 


my wh, my 


ind the 
power 
nor be 
d upon 
orward 
eaſt his 
as met 
cation, 


and 


Diſſenting P ariſpionet conſidered, &c. 13 
and he himſelf ſeverely blam'd by his Brethren of Chriſts 
Church, who have been ſo far from allowing ſuch Power 
to their Lordſhips; that they have in the moſt ſaucy and 
undutiful manner vilifi d and affronted them, and oppos d 
their exerciſing that Authority that belongs to them, as 
Prelates and Fathers of the Church,and as the upper Houle 
of Convocation, = | 

( 2.) This Aﬀertion of the Drs. does wanifeftly run 
the Obligation to obſerve the Rules and Directions of 
Men concerning the Worſhip of God too high. He ſays 
we are indiſpenſably obliged to obſerve them, it they be 
not ſintul. Is not this to give ſuch Humane Determinati- 
ons, an equal Authority and Force, and to advance them 
to an equal reſpect and regard, to that which is due to 
the Law of God ? It can only (I think) be truly ſaid of 
the Laws and Commands of him who is Infinite in Wifdom, 
and can do nothirig amiſs, and Infinite in Goodneſs and 
can do no wrong, that our Obligation to obſerve them is 
indiſpenſable. For needs the Dr. be told that its poſſible 
the Rules and Directions of Men may be ſo highly incon- 
venient, that upon that Score (tho the matter thereof be 
Lawful ) a ſtrict obſervation of them may juſtly be dif 
pens'd with? Let us ſuppoſe for Inſtance, the Govern- 
ours of the Church ſhould direct and order that all ſhould 
ſtand during the time of publick Worſhip, I can't think 
that thoſe who by reaſon of bodily Weakneſs and Infir- 
mity, could not do ſo without 28 ind iſpoſing them 
for the Worſhip of God would indiſpenſably oblig'd 


hereby: They might notwithftanding chooſe that Poſture 


in which they could with the leaſt Diſtraction attend the 
Worſhip of God. Belides, if the Obligation to obſerye 
and obey the Rules and Direttions of the Governours of 
the Church, was indiſpenſable; then no other Authority 
whatſoever, could either diſpenſe with, or make any Al- 
terations in ſuch Rules and Directions: That tho' the 
Three States of the Nation, ſhould by Law enatt any New 
Rules, yet. if the Governours of the Church ſhould ſtiffly 
adhere to the Old ones, their Force and Obligation would 
ftill remain. This would (et the Church above and even 
againſt the State: And tho ſome out of a Diſſatisfaction to 
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the preſent Government, becauſe it has been more mild 
and gentle to Diſſenting Proteſtants then they would have 
it, have run the Authority of the Church thus high; yet 
no one that is a true Friend to our excellently fram'd Con- 
ſtitution can eſpouſe and abet ſuch a Notion. The Church 
and State as a National Conftitution are under one and 
the ſame, Legiſlative Authority, have one and the ſame 
Governing Head. *Tis therefore a plea that the Diſſen- 
ters at this time a day may well enough make uſe of (tho 
it is what the Dr. with ſome indecent Reflections is pleaſed 
to Banter, as hereafter I ſhall ſhew) that ſince the Supreme 
and Legiſlative Authority of the Nation, have by Law 
allow'd and enacted, that thoſe who religiouſly ſcruple 2 
complyance with the Rules and Directions, with the Wor- 
ſhip and Inſtitutions of the National Church, may Wor- 
ſhip-God in that way, which they apprehend to be moſt 
agreeable to his Will, neither a Humane nor a Divine Au- 
thority obliges them to obſerve ſuch Rules and Directions, 
unleſs the Dr. can prove which he never can that they are 
not truly conſcientious in their ſcruples. 


(3. I might add the Drs. Aﬀertion ſeems to imply | 


what will not be own'd, by thoſe that thinks and believe 
(as the greater part of Proteſtants do) that Chriſt's 
Church and Kingdom comprehends all 1 Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemhlies, (tho' they may externally be differently 
modified) that maintain the Chriſtian Faith, and own the 
neceſſary Articles thereof. Namely, that if Perſons ap- 
prebend that there is nothing Unlawful or Sinful, in 
the Eftabliſh'd National Church, tis utterly unlamful to 
bold Communion wir, or ſerve God in other Chriftian 
Churches and Aﬀemblits within the Nation, that are not 
modell after the National Form, and conſequently not 
with the Difſenters. For a Man may without any damn- 
ing Error hold the Worſhip of both lawful ; ſuch as God 
will own accept and bleſs, and may chooſe to join himſelf 
to this or that, as he finds moſt conducive to his Spiritual 
Advantage: He may think and that conſiſtently enough, 
that both are Chriſtian Proteſtant Churches, that have 
true Miniſters; and therefore he may moſt fixedly and 
conſtantly join himſelt with a Diſſenting „ , if 

there 
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there he finds the Word of God is preach'd, and the Or- 
dinances of the Goſpel adminiſtred moſt to his Souls Ad- 
vantage, the he does not diſown or charge the Worſhip of 
the Ejtabliſb'd Church as being Sinful. This is the Opi- 
nion and ventiment of ſome of the moſt moderate Diſſen- 
ters: This is not as ſome Furioſo's and bigoted Zealots for 
a party are pleas'd to ſtyle it, a halting between Chriſt and 
Belial, between God and Baal: Tis only to prefer that 
Communion of Chriſtians which is found moſt beneficial, 
and in ſo doing a Perſon is no more guilty of Sin, than a 
Proteſtant in Germany would be, where both the Calviniſti- 


cal and Lutheran Churches are allowed, if tho' he conceiy'd 


that both were true Churches, he ſhould prefer that for 
conſtant ftated Communion, which he finds moſt for his 
Spiritual Advantage. 

We ſhall now return to attend the Dr. He tells us 
(in order to prove this his Propoſition ) That be might 
urge ſeveral Texts to this Purpoſe, but ſhall only mention that 
of Heb. 13. 13. Obey them that have the rule over you, &c. 
And I think he might have produc'd Hundreds to as good 
Purpoſe, that is none at all. That the Text ſpeaks of 
obedience to Spiritual Rulers, the Diſſenters will freely own, 
and will not be afraid to aſſert with Bega, Piſcator, and 
the generality of Proteſtant Expoſitors z that the Obedi- 
ence here commanded is ſuch, as is due to thoſe that 
watch for their Souls, who are (as the Apoftle elſe- 
where expreſſeth it) ſet over them in the Lord, 1 Theſ, 
5. 12, 13. That is, to Minifters or Paſtors as ſuch ; Who 
are entruſted by Chriſt not only wth a Power to teach 
and admoniſh, to adminiſter ſacred Ordinances; but al- 
ſo to rule (that part of the Flock of Chriſt committed 
to their care ) according to his Word : To diſtribute 
ſacred Things to thoſe to whom Chriſt would have them; 
and to ſuſpend from his Ordinances, thoſe that he would 
not have to be partakers thereof: And that in theſe 


Things, they ſhould be obey'd is the Will of their Blefſed 


Lord, And the Diſſenters Can't but think; it is a Fault 
that wants to be amended; it is one of thoſe Things, 
that well may be look'd upon as a Deficiency in the Neri. 
onal Eſtabliſhment, that the Parochial Miniſter is debarr'a 
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of this Authority; the Reſtitution of which is what they ear- 
neſtly defire : That the moſt ſacred Rites of our Holy Re- 
ligion, may no longer be proſtituted to the openly profane 
and irreligious: This would add much to the Glory of 
the Church, as nothing would more effectually diſcoun- 
— tenance Irreligion and diſcard Profaneneſs. And it may 
well be tho't, this was one of theſe Things our firſt Re- 
formers had in their Eye, when they compos'd that form 
in the Liturgy appointed for Aſb- li edneſday, in which tis 
acknowledged that in the Church chere is wanting, that 
Godly Diſcipline which obtain'd in the Primitive Times. 
And what is there in the Text, that makes againſt the 
Diſſemers! They have Miniſters which they believe are 
fer over them in the Lord; and they are willing to pay 
them that Obedience and Deference Scripture makes due 

| | to them. But how does it prove, that they are indiſ- 
F | penſably oblig'd to obey the Rules and Directions of the 
| Governours of the National Church? The Dr. next pro- 
It ceeds to tells us, and it the Text contains thoſe Particu- | 
I! lars in it, that he ſays it does, the World is extream- | 
1 ly indebted to him for his New Diſcoveries. From this | 

| ext { ſays he) it appears, (1.) That in the Catbolick or 
"n Univerſal Church, and canſequently in (every diſtin® Pare Wt. 
I 4 thereof, that is) every National Church, there are ſome wboſe | 
Tk Office it is to Rule. Or as he expreſſeth it at the Bottom 
0 of the 6th Page. There are Rulers of the Catboliet C bur ch, 
W and of every diſtin Part thereof, every National Church. 
| | But where does it appear, that there are ſuch Rulers ? 
Not in the Text I dare ſay: As to what extraordinary ap- 
| pearances there may be in the Drs. Phancy or Imagi- 
+ | nation, we are not at all concern'd to regard. Tis the Ob- 
ſervation of the Ingenious Malebranch, that ſome peculiar 
Idea's and Notions do make ſuch a great Impreſſion on 
the Fancy, and ſuch deep Traces in the Brain of ſome 
Men; that they are ready to think they 

Search after ſce the Subject of thoſe Idea's every where: 
. | Truth, B. 2. And he Inſtances in one, that compos'd ſe- 
| Ch. 2. page veral Volumes on the Croſs ; which made 
171. him ſee Croſſes v here · evet he camezand this 
e ſeems to be the Drs. Caſe, Governours 5 
the 
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Diſſenting Pariſhioner conſidered, &c. 17 
the -Catholick and Narional Churches, have form'd ſuch 
wygndertul Traces in his Brain, that he thinks he can ſee 
them in almoſt every Text of the Bible. But it may not 
be amils a little to conſider, theſe wonderful diſcoveries 
of the-Dr. | 

G.) Says He from the Text it appears, that there are 
Rulers in and of the Carbolich Church, But in this he 
will be oppos'd by the whole Body of Proreſiants, who 
own no other Governour of the Carbolick © burcb, than 
our Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer z who glone is inveſted 
with the Authority; and who alone is duely quality'd for 
it; To govern the Univerſal Church is a Task too great 
for any finite created Power: It requires a Power that is 
no lets than Infinite, and a Wiſdom that is Omniſcient. 
And we know of none that are ſuch open declared Ene- 
mies, to the Headſhip of the Redeemer over his Church, 
as to deny, that it ſolely appertains to him; but the Pa- 
piſts, and thoſe that are ſo well affected and inclin'd to 
them, that tis Piry but they were herded amongſt them. 
And ſince the Dr. aſſerts, that there are ſome whoſe 
Office it is, to rule the Catbolick Church, we would wil- 
lingly know who they are. Does be think with the 
French, that the Church muft be governed by the Pope 
with a General Council? Or with the lalians, by the 
Tope alone. It he would be free and open in his Diſcove- 
ries, we could the better tell to what Claſs he belongs. 

(2.) If there are Rulers or Governours of the Caibolicł 
Church, they muſt be Gorernours of every part thereof, 
that is, according to the Drs. Notion every National 
Church ; For thoſe chat are Governours of the whole muſt 
be of the Parts, and coaſequently of ours amongſt the 
reſt; and if ic be ſo; the very Foundation of the Acfor- 
mation here in England is overthrown, Tis not the 
Queen that is the Head ol the Church, but the Guver- 
nour or Governours of the Univerſal Church, muſt be 
accounted ſo. And ſhould this Doctrine be generally re- 
ceiv'd in the Nation, a fair Step would be caken to a 
return to our old State of Bondage; and it would not tail 
in Time, to bring about, what is pathonately detir'd by 
a. ſort, of Men amongſt us: Viz. A Union and Coalei- 
: C cene y 
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cency with the Papiſtis on the Terms of the Gallick 
Churches, And how thoſe that have taken the Oath of 
Supremacy, and thereby {worn to renounce all Foreign 
Fariſdiion, can talk and write at this Rate I under- 
ftand not, unleſs they have a Diſpenſation to ſware one 
thing, and talk and write another. 

(3+) Whereas the Dr. fays; that from the Text it ap- 
pears, there are Governours of a National Church: It 
would have been a diſcovery worthy of ſuch an Author, 
to have inform'd us to what National Church the Chri- 
ſtians to whom the Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtle belong d. 
It may well enough be queſtion'd, whether the Dr. can 
prove that, there was ſuch a thing as a Chriſtian National 
Church then exiftent in the World. But be that as it 
will; this Epiftle was wrete to the Hebrews, that is the 
Converted Chriſtian ewe: And will He be ſo hardy as 
to ſay, thaf.Chriftianity was ever the National Religion 
and Conftitution amongſt them ? Does He need to be 
told that, they were comparatively but few of them that 
embraced the Doctrine of a crucified Redeemer, and that 
the Body of them ſtiffly adher'd to, and maintam'd the 
Religion of their Fore-fathers, till their Polity and Tem- 
ple were overthrown and deftroy'd by Titus Veſpaſian ? 
And is it not worſe than trifling in the Dr. to aſſert that 
from this Text it appears, that there are Governours of 
a National Church, when the Perſons to whom this 
Epiſtle was primarily directed, were ſo far from being 

a National Church, as to be a ſeparate and d iſtinct Bo- 
dy from it ? 

(4.) And ſince He tells us, that every part of the Ca- 
' Fholick Church is a National Church «+ It may be worth our 
Enquiry, what were the Churches of Corinth, Epheſus, 
Philippi, &c, Were they not Parts of the Catholick? For 
that they were not National is plain, unleſs the Dr. will 
make a Town or City to be a Nation: And mult we eut 
of Complaiſance to him deny them to be Churches, when 
Seripture exprelly calls them ſo? And it might farther 
be enquir'd, what muſt we think of many-of the Reform'd 
Cburckes abroad, that are not Narional? As thoſe of 
France; Piedmont, Germany, are they not LR 
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The Papiſts it is true will ſay, they are a Pack of Schiſ- 
maticks and Rebels, that have apoſtatiz'd from the Ca- 
tholich Church: But we that profeſs to be Proteſtants, 


might entertain more favourable and charitable tho'ts of 


them. 
(5.) If every part of the Catholick is a National Church, 
a Dioceſan Church can be no Church : For ſurely the Dr. 
will not ſay, that a Dioceſs and Nation are Synonymous ? 
If fo, we ſball- find above a ſcore ef Nations in this 
Kingdom. And tho' He might have been fo ill affe- 
fed to the Proteſtant Churches abroad, as not to care, 
what became of them; yet it might have been expect · 
ed, he ſhould have been fo tender of ours at Home, as 
not to have form'd a Scheme, that will make the Bi- 
ſhops Governours of no Churches, nor of any part of 
the Catholicł. , 
The Dr. having according to his own Will and Plea- 
ſure appointed Governours for the Church: He pro- 
ceeds to inform us, what they are to do; what Work 
He will aſſign to them. And He tells us, That amongſt 
other things, they are to give Rules and Directions concern- 
ing all Circumſtances relating to the Church, that are not 
determin'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, What thoſe other 
things are, that belong to their Care and Direction, we 
are left to our Conjectures: But I hope it is not to make 
Articles of Faith, as well as Officers of the Church over 
and above what Chriſt has done. For according to his 
Account, there is nothing elſe wanting to loſe all our Re- 
ligion at once. For if we will but take his Word far it, 
they may (et what Officers they pleaſe over us, and they 
have an indefinite Power to appoint what they will con- 
cerning the Worthip of God; provided they will but call 
their own deviſcd Additions Circumſtances. We know that 
this is the common Allegation of Men of an impoſing Spirit, 
by which they ſeek to vindicate all thoſe unneceflary Im- 
poſitions, with which they have clog'd the worſhip. of 
God, diſturb'd the Peace of the Church, diſtracted the 
Minds of the. Conſcientious and Scrupulous: They ſay, 
Chriſt has given Power and Authority to the Gover- 
nours of che Church to make Determinations concerns 
C 2 ing 
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ing all Circumſtances, that are not determin'd by Chrift 
and his Apoſtles, But it is no otherwiſe than highly rea- 
fonable ; that thoſe who lay claim to ſuch Authority, 
ſhould give clear Proof that Chriſt has intruſted them 
with it. 

The Diffenters profeſs to have ſuch a tender Regard 
for the Authority of their Redeemer, as the Lord and 
Head of the Church, that they are very ſhie of enter- 
tainmg any Opinion that would lefſen his Authority, 
and diſparage his Government. They believe, that He 
had full Power and Commiſſion from the Father, to or- 
dain and appoint all that was neceſſary to be believed and 
practiz'd by his Church in all Ages; and in the Diſcharge 
of this his Truſt He acquitted himſelf well, and was faith- 
ful in all his Houſe as Moſes was, Heb. 3.2. That all the 
neceflary Parts of Worſhip are inſtituted by him, as well 
as all the neceflary Articles of Faith z and that he has 
no more inveſted Men with a Power of making that a 
Part of Worſhip, and a Term of Communion in his 


Church, which He has not made fo; than He has to 


make that an Article of Faith, that wants the ftamp of 
Divine Authority to render it Authentick : In this Caſe 
therefore we Queſtion, 

(1.) Whether any Governours in the Charch have 
Power to direct and appoint, ſuch Circumſtances in the 
Worſhip of God, as are not generally appointed and re- 
quir'd in Scripture. Thus (for Inſtance) Chriſt has 


_ commanded, that Perions ſhould be entred into his 


Church by Baptizing them with Water, in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : But 
whether it ſhall be by Pond or River Water, or whether 
it ſhall be perform'd by Immerſion or otherways is not 
particularly determin'd, and therefore theſe things are 

left to be determin'd by Humane Prudence. But we 
can't but queſtion, whether beſides Water Men may in 
the Celebration of this Ordinance add Salt, Spittle, the 
Croſs, and other Rites, for which there is not the leaft 


appearance of a Divine Warrant, but are purely Addi- 
tions of their ow w. 


(2.) Tie 
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(2.) Tis farther queſtion'd by us, whether Chriſt has 
empower d Men, to make general fixed Rules, for the 
determining thoſe Rites and Circumſtan- 
ces *, which He has left undetermin'd; and * As Terms 
we can't think otherwiſe, than that we of Communi- 
have good Reaſon to queſtion this Matter; en. 
becauſe we can't trace the leaſt Footſteps of 
ſuch Authority exercis'd, and of luch Determinations 
made in the early Days of Chriſtianity, In all the Dire- 
QAions of the Apoſtles to the Churches planted by them, 
we do not read of any thing that looks this way, that 
they tied up Chriſtians by fixed Rules about Circumſtan- 
tials: And it is highly reaſonable to conceive, that if fix- 
ed Regulations of theſe Things were ever neceſſary, they 
muſt be ſo when the Church was in its Infancy ; and thoſe 
that compos'd it were ſuch as had always been accuſtom'd 


and inur'd to the profane Rites of the Idolatrous Gentiles, 


or the Ceremonies of the Fewiſh Religion ; ſuch a fixed 
Regulation, might have been look'd upon, as a likely 
way to have kept theſe New Converts, from warping to- 
wards any of the Rites of their forſaken Religion, had it 
been the will of our Lord, that ſo it ſhould be, In Mat- 
ters that are purely Circamftantial, it is very rational to 


conceive every Chriſtian Congregation has a right to 


determine for it ſelf. And I would willingly know, why 
National Governours may not as well determine all Cir- 
cumſtances of Worſhip for every Family in the Kingdom, 
as for every Church in the Kingdom. Every Chriſti- 
an Family either is or ſhould be a Religious Worſhipping 
Aſſembly, and why may not Governours as well deter- 
mine what Habit, what Geſture, what Prayer, ſhall be 
uſed, what Portion of Scripture read, yea in what Room, 
and at what Time Family Religion fhall be perform'd, as 
todo the like for all the Publick Worſhipping Congre- 
gations? In the former Caſe, their Rigid Determinati- 
ons would be thought grievous Impoſitions, and why net 
in the latter ? | | 20 

(3.) But more eſpecially do we queſtion, whether Men 
have Power to inſtitute, much leſs rigorouſly to impoſe 
unſcriptural Symbolical Rites = Ceremonies, that car- 
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in them a Signification of the ſolemn Dedication. of 
Perſons to God: duch Rites we look upon to be more 
than Circumſtances, they are as really by a Humane 
Inſcitution made Parts of Gods Wor hip, as the great 
Sacraments of the Goſpel are by a Divine. In ſhort 
we- think, that it is the Duty of Governours in the 
Church, to ſee that the Worſhip of God be brought as 
nigh to the Rule as may be, and that they have no right 
to lay any other Burdens on Chriſtians, or impoſe any 
other things on their Conſcience, than for which there 
is a Scriptural Warrant. If therefore the Dr. would 
have ſaid any thing to the Purpoſe, He ſhould have gi- 
ven us ſome Scriptural Proof, that Chriſt has intruſted 
the Governours of his Church, with ſuch an impoling 
Power as is queſtion'd by us: But inſtead hereot, He 
with a great deal of Aſſurancc athrms, (for which we 
have no better Authority than his bare Word ) that 
there are Governours of the Catholick and National 
Churches, and that they have Power to give Rules and 
Directions concerning all Circumſtances in Religion. Is 
not this to argue in the moſt precarious Manner? At 
this rate, what may not a Man ſay and affert, it his own 
Fancies muſt paſs for Realities, and his wild Imaginati- 
ons for ſacred iruths? 

And if ſuch Arguments would convince the Diſſenters, 
they would deſervedly be accounted, as weak and hilly, 
as their Enemies induſtriouſly repreſent them to be. Be» 
ſides the Drs. Account, of this Matter is ſo far from gi- 
ving us any Satisfaction, as to make our Doubts and 
Scrupies much greater than they were. For whereas He 
tell: as, that this Power of determining Circumſtances, 
belongs to the Rulers of the Catkolich and of every Nuri- 
onal Church, c are at a loſs to know ( ſince he his pleagd 
to give us no particular Directions, in the Caſe) in 
whom this determining Power is chiefly lodg'd. We 
think it is highly irrational, to ſuppoſe it is in the Na- 
tional Governow s, for that would ſet them above the Ca- 
theltck ; And if, Catholick Governours have the chief Au- 
thority ; What muſt be done by Us, when the Rulers of 
the National Chiu ob, and thoſe that lay Claim to a Catho- 


lick 
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tick Power make quite different and inconſiſtent Determi - 
nations? The Governours of the whole one ſhould think 
ſhould be obey d before the Governours of a Part; and 
if ſo, we are afraid that all the Ceremonies and Corrup- 
tions of the Romiſh Hierarchy under that Pretence, will 
be obtruded on us: And we would willingly know, how 
our Fore-fathers the firſt Reformers can be juſtified, in 
caſting off all Foreign j uriſdiction; in making a National 
Incloſwe z lodging the Supremacy intirely in the Crown, 
and rejecting the Determinations, and moſt of the Cere+ 
monies of the Romiſh Church, which is the only Pretender 
that we know of to the Authority of ruling ghe Carbolick ! 
The Dr. is ſo wonderfully pleas d witch ti nis Hypothes 
ſis, and has ſuch a mighty good Conceitvf it, that He 
challenges any Body to give 4 more true and rational Ac» 
count; why ſo many, and thoſe not inconſiderable Circum. 
ſtances relating to the Church, were not determin d and ſet- 
tled by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles. As for the Truth of his 
Account, we will believe it, when he has prov'd (as he 
pretends to do ) from Scripture, that Chriſt has inftitu- 
ted ſuch Officers, and inveſted them with the Authority 
he pleads for : And as for the Rationality of his Account 
we can apprehend nothing at all thereof, unleſs bold Af 
ſertions without any Proof muſt paſs for a rational Ac- 
count, And whereas He is pleas'd to enquire, why ſo 
many and thoſe not inconſiderable Circumftances are left 
undetermin'd by Chrift and his Apoſtles? We for our 
Parts know of no Circumſtances, that are of ſuch Weight 
and Conſideration, as to be neceſſary either to the Puri- 
ty of Gods Worſhip, or the Unity and Peace of his 
Church, but what are determin'd by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ftles. All the Terms of Communion in the Church, 
and all the ſacred Rites of our Religion are fixed by a 
Divine Authority; and we believe that none have Power 
either to add or diminiſh from them. And as to natural 
Circumftances, ſuch as Time and Place, Oc. with which 
the commanded Worſhip of God is neceſſa- \ 

rily cloath'd, that Chrift has not deter- * Nor indeed 
min'd them, is becauſe in his Infinite Wiſ- Convenient, 
dom He ſaw it not neceſſary *, either fix- 
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edly to determine, or rigorouſly to impoſe Determinati- 
ons of this kind Theſe things carry in them no intrin - 
ſick Excellency, and therefore with Reference hereunto 
Chriſtians may be allow'd a Liberty, without the (aft 
Detriment to real Religion, and a Variety and Ditiucence 
in theſe Things is not inconſiſtent with Goſpel Unity: 
The Rules of the Goſpel it is true, do oblige Chriſtians 
to worſhip God both externally and internally, in the 
beſt Way and Manner they can, but it doth not thence 
follow, that either Particular Chriſtians or Religious 
Publick Aſſemblies, muſt be tied up by fixed Rules of 
Mens deviſing that they muſt either worſhip God with 
lich preſcrib/*Rites and Geftures, or in ſuch a Place or 
not at all. And ſince by the Drs. own Confeſſion, the 
Chriſtians of the tirſt Age were not tied up by any ſuch 
Reftrittions, © hrift and his Apoſtles did not give them 
any Rules for Uniformity in Rites and Ceremonies z we can 
ſee no Reaſon, why the Governours of the Church in 
the preſent Age. ſhould aſſume an Authority that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles never did. We can't think that they 
are wiſer, or that they can order the Church to better 
Purpoſe, then our Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles did. 
In that Age, when the Church was acquainted with no 
unneceſſary Humane Impoſitions, Religion flouriſh'd, 
the Church grew and mightily increas'd, the Peace and 


Order of Gods Houſe was preſerv'd, and if ſtill the ſame 


Methods were made uſe. of, and nothing more requir'd 
as neceſſary to the Worſhip of God, and Communion in 
the Church, than what Chriſt has made neceſſary: It 
according to Auſtin's Rule, there was a Unity in things 
that are neceſſary, and in things that are unneceflary a 
forbearance, and Charity in both; this would more effe- 
ctually ſecure the true Intreſt of Religion, and preſerve 
the Peace of the Church, and promote the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, than the introducing doubttul unſcriptural.Cere- 
monies in o the Worſhip of God; than rigorouſly to re- 
quire a Compliance with Humane Determinations, tho' 
they be but about the Circumſtantials in Religion, which 
at b. ſt are but indifferent, and may be unlawtul and ſin- 
ful, The Dr. tho' He has offered nothing that looks 
5 RI like 
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like a Proof, ( as He calls it) yet for a further Confir- 


mation, alledges the Direction of the Apoſtle to the 


Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 14. 40. Let all things, be done 
decently and in order: And what is there in this Text, 
that will juſtifie Mens aſſuming a Power of bringing My- 
ſtical Kites and unſcriptural Obſervances into the Worſhip 
of God? How does it evince, that Chrift has appointed 
Governours of the Catholick, and of National Churches ? 
And that he has inveſted them with the Power of inftitu- 
ting what Rites, and making what Determinations they 
pleaſe concerning Circumſtantials in Religion. Is there 
the leaſt Intimation in the Text of ſuch Governours, and 
of ſuch Authority as belonging to them ? All that the 
Text aſſerts is, that Decency and Order ſhould be main- 
tain'd in the Worſhip of God, and that Indecency and Diſ- 
orders (hould be avoided therein; that the outward Be- 
haviour and External Deportment of Chriſtians ſhould 
be ſeemly and becoming, ſuch as befirs thoſe that are the 
Worſhippers of the Great and Holy God, And will any 
ſay that this can't be? Unleſs there are ſome Mafters of 
Ceremonies appointed, who ſhall take upon them the 
Province, to direct Chriſtians at what Prayer to kneel, 
and what to ſtand; tho they are praying to, and wor- 
ſhipping the ſame God all the while: At what Portion of 
Scripture to riſe up, and at what to fit; as tho' the Scri 

tures were not equally of Inſpiration from God? What 
can't the Worſhip of God be decently performed, without 
ſuch Variety of Poſtures and Geſtures ? I doubt not, but 
the Worſhip of God was in a decent manner perform'd by 


the Primitive Chriſtians, tho' they were not taught at 


every turn to alter their Geſtures *, Puri- 

ty and Simplicity are the great. Excellencies * Nor to add 
of Goſpel Worſbip, and we think it is ſuffi- rhe ſign of the 
cient, that during the Time of Divine Croſs to Bap- 
Worſhip, Chriſtians either ſtand or kneel tiſm. 

( which are look d upon by all to be Poſtures 

of Adoration ) without being oblig'd to ſuch nice Obſer- 
vances, and (ſuch a diſtratting Variety (which rather 
tends to diſturb their Minds in Duty, then to quicken 
them in it) as one while to fit another to ſtand, one 


While 
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while to kneel another to bow, Particular Directions in 
theſe Things is no way neceſſary for the Security of De- 
cency. The Publick Worſhip of God may be very decent, 
tho Chriſtians he only taught and directed in the Gene. 
ral, to behave themſelves all the Time of Gods Worſhip 
in a grave, ſerious, reverent Manner, without being con- 
fin'd by perticular Rules, when to bow the Head, and 
when to bow the Knee. And the Ordinances of the Go. 
ſpel may be decently adminiftred, tho' no unneceſſary un- 
commanded Ceremonies he added to them. We cannot 
think, that Baptiſm is the leſs decent, tho' it be accord» 
ing to Chriſt's Inſtitution, without the ſignificant Sign 
of the Croſs or Sufceprors be omitted, and the Parents 
alone to whom of Right it belongs, be intruſted with the 
Childrens Education, 

The Dr. trom this Text forms a Dil-mma, by which 
He thinks to evince, that it will prove every thing He 
would have it, There are (ſays He) no Particular Rules, 
relating tu Decency and Order expreſly to be met with in 
Scripmure, and therefore it follows, either that Chriſt and bis 

files bave been deficient in not making or leaving behind 
them ſuch Rules, as are requiſite to the Decency and Order of 
Divine Worſhip, or elſe they have made due Proviſion for the 
ſame ſome other way; namely, by leaving à full Autho- 
rity to the Governours of the Church to make ſuch 
Rules, From what has been already (aid, it is plain there 
is no Connection in his Dilemma, Decency and Order 
may be preſerv'd in the Church of Chriſt, without fixed 
Rules for the determining of Circumſtances in Religion, or 
without ſtrictly requiring the 05ſervation of Myftical Un- 
_ ſcriptural Kites and Ceremonies, much leſs does it follow, 
that there muſt be Catholick and National Governours to 
give ſuch Rules and Directions: But we ſhall retort his 
Fllemms upon him and argue thus, that either. Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles were defective in making Rules for the 
Decency and Order of Divine Worſhip, or elle there is 
no Neceſſi of ſtrictly and rigidly determining Circum- 
Yances in Religion, and appointing Humane Additions to 
the Divine Inſtitutions; ſince it appears, that in the 
Churches that were planted by the Apoſtles, and were 
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in under their Inſpection, there were no ſuch Things; and . 
Je 1 hope the Dr. will not maintain and aber ſo wicked" an 
nt, Aertion, as that the Apoſtles did not duly provide for the 
_ Order and Decency of Religious Worſhip, 


hip The Dr. wonderfully triumphs in this his Dilemma, 
on from thence He thinks it will unavoidably follow, that 
nd the Church muft be ruled by ſuch Governours, as He has 
J0* YI deſcrib'd; and that they make ſuch Rules and Canons, 
* and bring in ſuch Rites and Obſervances, as they ara, 
not pleas'd to appoint, under the Notion of Decency and 


rd- Order: And conſequently he tells us, They may direſt vhe 
gn People when to kneel, when to ſtand, when to bow, &e. 
ns And the Miniſter what Prayer to make uſe of, what Habit to 
the oe ite in, &c. And they may appoint Saints-days, and al 
ſuch Ojficers over and above thoſe appointed by Chriſt and bis 


ich Apoſiles, as they ſhall judge convenient, &c, And to all theſe 
He Heads He adds an Cc. to denote there are abundantly 
les, more Particulars, which theſe Governeurs may deter- 
1 72 mine, and appoint; but a further Diſcovery is reſerved, 
= "till it be judg'd more ſeaſonable. *Tis Politick to in- 


troduce Changes, cither in Church or State gradually: 
7 of W Things are not ripe enough, neither has the Nation been 
ſufficiently acquainted with the Doctrine of Carholick Go- 


tho- vernours of the C burch, nox-is it ſo generally diſpos'd to 
ſuch the Reception of them, as to make it expedient, ro be 
* very open and free in the Diſcovery how far this Do- 
der ctrine will extend. Tis Prudence to be on the Reſerve 
xed tin the Times are more friendly, and a more favourable 


* Poſture of Affairs offers it ſelt; but if once that lon 


Un- wiſh'd for Time ſhould come, that the Natien ſhou 

oy grow out of Love with its preſent Freedom and Liber- 
to ty, and be willing to bow under a Foreign Yoak, and 
nis ſubmit their Conſciences to be diſpos'd of by the Preten - 
rift ders to Catholic Authority, and to have the Church ruPd, 
the and Divine Worſhip form'd Ala mode de France, then we 
b. * may expect to ſce the Drs. C' fill'd up; and then it is 
_ likely we may hear that theſe Catholick Governours, be- 
EO ſides thoſe Things already mention'd (may as Bellarmine 
the argues) for Decency and Order, appoint Holy Bread 
ya and Holy Water, Croſſes and Crucifixes in abundance; 


* 
Pil- 
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Pilgrimages and Proceſſions with the reſt of the Exotick 
Kites and Ceremonies ; and that over and above thoſe Of. 
ficers Chriſt and his Apoſtles have made, they may ap- 
point Cardinals, Jeſuits, Monks and Friers, with the 


whole Retinue of the Romiſh Clergy, Tis plain, tho' the 


Dr. pretends to write in Defence of the Church, He has 
molt notorioully betray both the Cauſe of the National 
Eſtabliſhment and the Protejl ant Reformation, His Model 
of Eccleſiaſtick Polity is ſuch as was obſerv'd before) as 
will deſtroy che Supremacy ot be Crown, and the very 
being of Dioceſan Churches; and he concludes this his Ac- 
count of Church Governours by telling us, that over and 
above thoſe Officers, Chriſt and his Apoſtles have ap- 
pointed ; they may make Arch-biſhops, Arch-deacons, 
Chancellours, Officials, Apparitors: So that according 
to him an Arch-biſhop who is the Metropolitan, and 


Head of Dioceſan Churches; is no more an Officer ot 


Chriſts; acts no more by Authority from him, then an 
Eccletiaftick Bum-Bailiff an Apparitor. Is he not a 
Doughty Defender, and a worthy Son of the Church, 


that will make an Arch-biſhop, and an Apparitor to be 
of the ſame Inſtitution ? The Learned and 


_ Hiſtory of th? Ingenuous Biſhop of Saltsbury owns, that 


Reformation, the removal of ſuch Officers, as Lay-Chan- 
Dp cellours, Officials, Apparitors, was one of 
thoſe Things that was wanting to compleat the Refor- 
mation. But according to the Drs. Account, they have 
as much Right to 'their Places, and to be continu'd in 
their Poſts as the Metropolitan: They act by one and 


the ſame Charter, they and he are equally Creatures of 


Mens forming; and truly I think (however his Grace of 
Canter buy, and the reſt of the Biſhops may reſent it) 
the Gentlemen of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts are extream- 
ly to blame, if tney do not return their Publick Acknow. 


ledgments to this Reverend Author for raifing their Cha- 
- Tazter and Reputation ſo high; it muſt certainly make 


every Apparitor and Official in the Kingdom ſtrut and 
look big, when He ſhall read it under the Hand of a 
Dr. of Divinity, that he is as good a Church Officer ag 
the Arch-biſhop himſelf, © + 
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The Second Inference the Dr. draus from Heb. 13. 15. 
namely that, 4l other Chriſtians are bound in Conſcience 10 
obey and ſubmit to the ſaid Rulers; J might let paſs with- 
out any Remarks till he has clear d and prov'd the right, 
and Authority of theſe his Rulers : For I am ſo far — 
thinking with him, that all other Chriſtians are bound to 
them, that I believe every Proteſtant and Engliſhman is ob- 
lig'd to the contrary. The Body of the Nation has ſworn 
to this Poſition. That no Foreign Prince, State or Poten- 
tate have or ought to have any Power, uriſdiction, Supe- 
riority, Prebeminence, or Authority Eccleſiaſtical within this 
Realm : And therefore cannot without the guilt of Per- 
jury own Catholick Governours. Ard as to his National 
Church Governours, the National Conſtitution, will not ad- 
mit of them; that allows of no Church Rnlers that have 
Power in and of themſelves to make Canons, Rules, and 
Laws for the Government of the Church, all binding 
Laws both for Church and State muſt be confirm'd and 
enacted by the Three States of the Kingdom. But ſince 
the Dr. is pleas'd to oblige us with ſome of his Extraor- 
dinary Criticiſms and Obſervations on the Text, I ſhall 
( leaft he ſhould otherwiſe, think himſelf to much flight- 
ed and over-look'd ) follow him in is 0b/ervarions, And 
the firſt thing he obſerves. 7s that the foremention'd Heb, 
13. 17, Hath no Limitations annex d, whereby the Obedience 
therein requir'd is reſirain'd to ſuch matters as are deter- 
mind by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, neither can ſuch a 1 imitation 
be inferr'd from any other Text,and therefore no reaſon can be 
aſſigned why this Obedience fhould be underſtood in à reſtrain. 
ed ſenſe. How will Men diſtort and vreſt Scripture to 
ſerve a Turn. *Tis not very many Years ſince, we were 
continually pe ſter d with ſuch kind of Gloſſes on all thoſe 
Texts that ſpoke of Obedience to Civil Authority: Then 
when ſome Men were driving on-furiouſly to introduce 
a Frencbif d Government and to fetter the Nation with 
the Chains of an abſolute Deſpotick Power; we were then 
told the Apoſtle Rom. 13. 1. commands, that every Soul 
ſhould be ſubje& to the #igher Powers, and that there was 
no Limitation in thoſe words, by which our Obedience 
was reftrain'd to their governing according to Law, and 
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the Tenor of the Eſtabliſh'd Civil Conſtitution: Let them 
command what they pleas'd, we were bound in Conſci- 
ence to ſubmit to their Yoak, and Jſachar like bow under 
their Burdens. The Times fince are chang'd, the Nation 
is grown too wiſe, any longer to be gull'd by ſuch Do. 
ſtrine; and the Government is too Juſt and Good to re- 
quire ſuch Bruitiſh Obedience. But it ſeems we are doom'd 
to Bondage; if the Nation will not bear a Civil they 
muſt an Eccleſiaſtical Slavery; if they will not truckle to 
a Tyranny over their Bodies and Eſtates, they muſt to a 
worſe ſort of Tyranny over their Souls and Conſcience. We 
are commanded to be obedient to Spiritual Rulers, and this 
Obedience ſays our Author is without any Limitation, 
whereby it may de reftrained to ſuch things as are com- 
manded by Chriſt and his Apoftles ; Therefore ſhould 
they command all the Ceremonies of the Komiſh Church, 
and Ten Thouſand times more, there is no Remedy but 
a patient Submiſſion. But what if after all, there ſhould 
be a Reſtriction and Limitation of our Obedience, to ſuch 
things as are commanded by Chrift and his Apoftles, 
and that plainly deduceable from Scripture ? Why then 
this fine Scheme for Ecclefiaſtickh Tyranny muft come to the 
Ground. And to prove there is ſuch a Limitation I ſhall 
argue from the Drs. Conceſſion in the Beginning of this 
Eighth Page, That as {ar as the Power of the Ruler extends on 
one ſide, fo far muſt be extended the Obedience of thoſe tha: 
are under his Rule: And therefore if the Power of Church 
Rulers be limited to ſuch things as are commanded by 
Chriſt; if his word muft be the Rule and Meaſure of 
their Government, it muft alſo be of Obedience to them: 
And that the Commands of Chriſt muft be the Meaſure 
of their Government, is plain from ithe Commiſſion 
Chrift gave to his Apoſtles, who tho* they were Extraor- 
dinary Perſons, and had thoſe helps for Government, 
which none now can pretend to; yet they were intruſted 
with no fuller Power, then to teach and direct ſuch things 
as Chriſt commanded them, as is plain from the very 
words of their Commiſſion, Matt. 28. 19, 20. They had 
no Authority to make Additions to Chriſt's Inſtitutions, 
and to introduce ſuch obſeryances into the Worſhip - 
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God as were purely of their own deviſing : And it is moſt 
irrational to imagine that any are intrufted with a larger 
Commiſhon in this caſe then the Apoſtles were. And T 
ſhall farther add, that ſuch a Limitation of the Power of 
Spiritual Rulers, and conſequently of Obedience to them 
may rationally be inferr'd from this Text ; for it does 
moſt manifeſtly imply that they ought and ſhould rule, 
as thoſe that muſt give an Account: That is they muſt en- 
joyn and require nothing, but of which they can give a 
good Account to the Blefled Lord and Redeemer, they 
muſt not exceed their Commiſhon, and Act without his 
Authority to warrant them. And how thoſe can anſwer 
it to the great Lord and Judge of the World, that will 
make thoie things neceſſary to Communion in his Church, 
which he never commanded ; and will exclude Chriftians 
thence for not complying with their own deviſed Rites ; 
I ſhall leave to their conſideration who patronize ſuch pra- 
ctices. What the Dr. alledges in the next Paragraph to 
confirm this his Notion of the Obedience the Text re- 
quires, is not in the leaſt to his Purpoſe, No Chriſtians ( ſays 
be) can reaſonably be ſuppos'd to ſcruple giving Obedience to 
what is expreſly commanded by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and there- 


fore if the Obedience requir'd, Heb, 13. 17. is to be un- 


derſtood to extend no further, than to what is expreſly command- 
ed in Scripture, there ſeems 10 be no Occaſion for the inſpired 
Writer to give ſuch a Precept. This is manifeftly a So- 
phiſm, Logictans call Ignoratio Elencbi; it is to elude the mat- 
ter in debate, to alter the State bf the Queſtion, by offe- 
ring to prove another thing. The Drs. Aſſertion was, 
that Obedience in the Text requir'd was not to be re- 
ſtrain d to ſuch things as are determin'd by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and here he offers to prove the Text muſt not 
be confin'd to ſuch things, as are expreſly commanded in 
Scripture. Is there not an evident Difference between 
theſe two Propoſitions? There are many things that are 
fo far determin'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that there is 
a plain ſ1gnihcation it is the Will of our Lord, they ſhould 
be obſery*d and practiſed by Chriftians, tho' they are not 
enjoyn'd by an expreſs Command: *Tis ſufficient to wars. 
rant this or the other thing to be our Duty, that jt may 
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by a juſt and rational Conſequence, be inferr*d from Scrip- 
ture to be the Will ot God and the Redeemer, tho' it 
be not particularly mention'd and eXxpreſly commanded 
otherwiſe I do not ſee how the Obſervation of the firſt day 


of the Week as the Chriſtians Sabbath, with many other 


things which are practized by Chriſtians of almoſt all Per- 
ſwaſions can be juftifi'd ; The Dr. therefore in offering to 
prove the Text muſt not be confin'd to uch things as are 
expreſly commanded, tritfles ſo egregioully as to offer to 
prove what neither he himſelf aſſerted nor will any Body 
deny. And tho'it were granted that what he here lays 
was pertinent, I can't apprehend that there is a neceſſary 
Connection between his Premiles, and his Concluton, 
What if it can't rationally be ſuppos'd, that Chriſtians 
ſhould ſcruple giving Obedience to the expreſs Com- 
mands of Chrift 2 Will it therefore follow that there is no 
occaſion for a Frecept that Miniſters ſhould be obey'd 
when they exhort co a Conformity, and reprove dilagree- 
able Practiſes to theſe commands of his? Minifters are 
the Ambaſſadours of our Lord: And is it not neceſſary 
that when in his Name they do declare the great Do- 
ctrine of the Goſpel and recommend a ſtritt Conformity 
to the Rules of our Holy Religion they ſhould be re- 
garded and obey'd as the Ambaſſadours of the great 
God ? They mult -certainly be great ſtrangers tov the 
State of the Chriſtian World, that do not know there is a 
manifeſt diſagreement between the Principles and Pra- 
ices of moſt that call themſelves Chriſtians : There are 
multitudes that do not either ſcruple the Authority of 
Chriſt's Laws, or queltion whether they ought to be o- 
beyed,that yet live in a wilful contradiction to them; and 
they muſt have little concern for the Intrelt of Religion, 
the Succeſs of the Miniſtry, or the Welfare of real Chri- 
{tianity, that Faith, Righteouſneſs and Holinels, and the 
things in which the Kingdom of God conſiſts may pre- 
vail, who think it necdleſs that Chriſtiaus be com- 
manded to obey their Miniſters when they exhort to 
the Practice of theſe things: And it is yo wonder if 
ſuch Perſons look upon Preaching to be almoſt ncedleſs, 
and that it matters not how little: Chriſtians are troubl'd 
with it. * ö The 
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rip- The Dr. not content with his former Notion, offers 
it to advance Eccleſiaſtical Prerogative and Subjection to it, 


ded ſtill higher. 7he Obedience ( ſays he ) to Church Rulers 
day equi d in the foreſaid Text, is 10 be underſtood principally 
ther and chiefiy in Reference 10 things determiu'd only by their 
Per- Hutbority, The plain meaning of which is, that the Text 
g to was deſign'd to eftabliſh an Arbitrary Ecclefialtich Govern- 
are ment; that the Apoſtle had little or no regard to Chri- 
-r to ſtians obeying their Miniſters, when they require ſuch 
ody Things as are commanded by the great Legiſlator Chriſt 
lays | Jeſus: But when they aſſume the Legiflative Authority in- 
fary to their own Hands, and according to their own will make 
nion. Laws for the Church, then principally they ought to be 
tians obey'd. And indeed, if this be the true Senſe of the 
om - Text, it will be of mighty Service to juſtifie thoſe Higb- 
is no flying Eccleſiaſticks, who lay a greater ſtreſs upon Contor- 
xy d mity to Humane Kites and Determinations, than upon O- 
gree· bedience to the great and Fundamental Laws of the Go» 
are ſpel ʒ with whom it is a Matter of greater Importance, 
Mary to come up to their Model in Rituals, than to be ſubje& 
t Do- to the Bleſſed Lord and Redeemer, in the Things that 
*mity He has made neceſſary to Salvation; that if a Mans Cons 
e re- ſcience differs a Hairs breadth from the ſize of theirs a- 
great bout Ceremonies, tho he appears not to want either the 
» the Faith or Holineſs the Goſpel requires, He will fall under 
e is a their Anathema, as neither 4 good Man nor 4 good Cbriſti- 
Pra- a4: For it is a natural Conſequence, that if the Obedi - 
re are ence of Chriftians, to their Spiritual Rulers muſt chiet+ 
ity of ly reſpect their Determinations, about uncommanded 
be o- Things, that they in their Government over them ſhould 
and chiefly have an Eye and Regard thetreunto. But ſuch gloſſes 
igion, on Scripture;are fit only to be believ d by thoſe that never 
Chri- read their Bibles, and are utter Strangers to the Doctrine 
d the of Chrift and his Apoſtles. Is it not evident from Scrip- 
ture, that all Church Rulers ad by Commiſhon from 
Chriſt ? And can any think, chat when they exceed their 
Commiſſion, and require ſuch Things as he never com- 
manded z noredoes it appear, that he has given them Au- 
thority to command; that then they have moſt right to 
be obeyed; and that Obedience 5 them in theſe things En 
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the Obedience Scripture ny makes due to them? 
Was it ſo, that the Apoftle tho't that Chriſtians Obedi- 
ence to their Spiritual Rulers, was chiefly diſcovered by 
their ready SubjeRion to their Determinations about un» 
commanded and unneceſſary Things, it would be moſt unac- 
countably ftrange, that He ſhould-not in any one Inſtance 
of his Government of the Church aſſert his Authority in 
this Caſe, and ꝓut the Obedience of Chriftians upon its 
Teft or Trial ; but that inftead thereof he ſhould make 
it a ſtanding Rule tothe Church in all Ages, that Chri- 
ſtians ſhould receive one another, as Chriſt has received 
them; Rom. v5.7, That is, that what will not be a 
Bar to Chris Owning and pages of any, ſhould not 
be a Bar to their partaking of the Priviledges of his 
Church, and Communion in it: Yea fo tar was He from 
ſtrictly requiring Obedience to ſuch Determinations , 
that He profeſſes to be willing to recede from his 
Chriſtian Liberty, rather than offend weak Chriftians, 
by doing thoſe Things they ſcrupled, tho' He was ſatis- 
yd they were what God allow'd, 1 Cor. 8. 13. I Meat 
make my Brother to offend, I will not | eat Fleſh whilſt the 
World ftanderb. Had the Apoftle apprehended, that Obe- 
dience to Church Rulers, when they command things that 
God has not requir'd, was ſo much the Duty of Chrifti- | 
ans as the Dr. repreſents it to be; I think no tollerahble 
Account can be given, why He ſhould make ſuch a Con- 
ceſſion in Favour ot weak Chriftians and (:rupulous Con- 
fcienees. Should He not rather have inſiſted on his Au- 
thority, as a Minifter and Apoſtle ? Should He not ra- 
ther have told them, that tho the Kingdom of God con. 
ſiſted not in Meats and Drinks, yet He was ſatisfy d that 
Meats did not defile ? And therefore He would have no 
other regard to thoſe that ſcrupled eating ſuch and fuch 
Meats, than to tell them that He was their Spiritual 
Guide, and they were principally to ſhew their Deference 
and Reſpet to him, by obeying his Determinations con- 
cerning Things of this Nature; and for this Reaſon, He 
requir'd they ſhould fling away their Scruples, and bring 
their Confciences to His Size, by doing as He dul, But 
che Doctrine of unneceſſary Impoſitions was 8 
broach d, 
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broach'd, and Chriftians knew not what it was to have 


b 


their Conſciences embarafſed with them; Church Rubers 
then underſtood how to command, and Chriſtians to obey, 
without the one impoſing, and the other ſubmitting to 
unneceſſary Things. The Dr. proceeds to argue this 
Matter from Propriety of Speech, and tells us. 7hat when 
we do what is commanded in Scripture, we obey God, and 
not properly the Rulers of the Church; and that then only we 
can properly be ſaid to obey Church Rulers, when we obſerve 
to do ſomewbat commanded by them, tho' not commanded in 
Scriprure. And by the ſame way of arguing it will fol- 
ſow, that when the Civil Magiſtrate acts according to 
Law, and requires only ſuch Things as the Law com- 
mands, to obey in this Caſe, is not to obey him but 
the Law : And therefore in Propriety of Speech, then 
only are we obedient to Civil Rulers, when they ſet up 
a Deſpotick Government, and their Arbitrary Will is the 
Rule of Obedience; and by the ſame Argument it will 
follow that then we properiy hearken to, and regard the 
Teachings of Miniſters, when they teach thoſe Doctrines 
that are of cheir own coining, when they preach Arti- 
cles of Faith, which they themſelves have form d: For 
to hear and regard them, when they deliver the Do- 
Arines that have God for their Author, is not properly 
to regard them but God. So cha: ic ſeems, it is a very 
improper way of Speech, it is in the Drs. Account little 
better then down-right Non · ſenſe, to talk of Obedience 
to Go ernours that are limited by Law and Rule: If we 
would talk properly, we may then truly ſay we obey 
them; when we are willing that by their Arbitrary and 
legal Determinations, our Liberties and Eſtates, ay and 
our Religion and Conſcience ſhould be diſpos d of: But in 
deſpight of the Dr. I'm perſwaded, that to obey Rulers 
when they act according to Law, and Miniſters when 
they teach and rule the Church of Chrilt agreeable to 
the Word of God; will be accounted good Senſe and 
good Englith, by all thac have a value for the Liberties 
of the Engliſh Subject, and the Intreſt of the Proeſlani 
Reformation. The Diſtinttion the Apoſtle makes, 1 Cor, 
7. 12. To the reſt ſpzak I, not the Lord; will not ia the leaſt 
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ſerve the Drs.Purpoſe; unleſs He will ſay with the profane 
Cavillers againſt the Authority of Sacred Writ, that what 
the Apoſtle their writes was not of Divine Inſpiration, 
and fo not to be received as part of the Canon of Scrip. 
ture: For it is obvious, as the judicious and 

Perfection of exact Critick Dr. Edward obſerves, the 

| Scripture, p. Apolſtle there only diſtinguiſhes between 
473. what was commanded in the Word and 
Will of God reveal'd, and what as a divine. 

ly inſpir'd Perſon, He now directs theſe Chriſtians to ob. 
ſerve : And therefore the Diſtinction made in that Text 
Is ſo far from countenancing the Drs. Notion, that in 
Propriety of Speech, principally and chiefly, Obedience 
to Spirirua? Rulers is to be underſtood, in Reference to 
ſuch Things as are not determin'd in Scripture, but by 
their Canons and Directions, that the only Inference that 
can be fairly made from it, is that we muſt obey Church 
Rulers, either when they require ſuch Things as are com- 
manded in Scripture, or elle what they have received 
from the Lord by the Inſpiration and infallible Dictate: 
of the Holy Ghoſt z and when the Impoſers of Unſcriptu. 


ral Ceremonies and Determinnt ions, prove they have ſuch 
Authority to warrant their Commands, we promiſe to 


yield them a moſt ready Obedience. The laſt Remark 


of the Drs. is 2 piece of Criticiſm well deſerving our 


Notice. In tbe Text ( ſays He) we are not only command- 
ed to obey them that rule over us, but 41005 ſubmit our jelves 
now, then are we properly ſaid io ſubmit our ſelves to them 
that rule over us; when tho* we think we have Reaſon not to 
like what is commanded, we ſubmit our Fudgments and Opini- 


ons to that of our Governours, and yield Obedience vo the I bing 


commanded, tho we cannot cordially approve of it. What a 


notable Scheme is here form'd to eſtabliſh blind Obedi- ! 


ence! The Text ſays, we muſt ſubmit to our Spiritual 
Guides, and the Drs. Comment upon it is, that we muſt 
ſubmit, our Judgments and Opinions to them, and 


yield them Obedience, tho' we have Reaſon not to ap- 


prove of ther Commands. I hat is upon no other Terms 
can we pay them a juſt Deference, then by religning our 


fudgments and Conſcierces, as 2 Free will offering 8 
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be at their Diſpoſal: We muſt renounce our Reaſon, and 
not either think or judge, but as they are pleas'd to allow 
us: The Old Chriſtian and Proteſtant Doctrine, that all 
Things muft be brought to the Teſt of the Law and Jeſti- 
mony, and that Chrifliens have a right to judge of the 
Commands and Doctrines of their Miniſters by the Word 
of God, that they may own what is agreeable, and res 
je& what is diſſonant, muſt be exploded and thrown out 
of Doors: It will not now be tho't ſuthcient, that we 
conſent to obey our Spiritual Guides, as tar as their Com- 
mands appears to us to be juſt and reaſonable, but we 
muſt go further, and tho we think we have Reaſon not 
to like their Commands, we muſt ſubmit our Judgments 
and Opinions, and conſequently our Faith and Conſci- 
ences to them. We e 
to their unreaſonable Commands; and ſubmit to them in 
thoſe Things, we are perſwaded they have no right to 
command, nor is it our Duty to obey : And I ſuppoſe up- 
on this Account it is, that the mighty Champion Leſsly 
in his Regal, and elſewhere, gives the People no better 
Epethite than that of Beaſts ; becauſe He and the Gen- 
tlemen of his Stamp are for uſing them as ſuch ; For there 
js little Difference between Mens having no Reaſon, and 
their being debarr'd the free uſe and exerciſe of their. 
Reaſon *. Theſe Gentlemen would mono- *. 
polize all Wiſdom to themſelves, and per - * Except that 
{wade the World it muſt die with them, this uf is the 
and out of their abundant Wiſdom and barder Caſe 
Kindneſs (no doubt) to the poor Laity, of the two, 
the Bealts of the People, (as Mr. Leſsly 
calls them ) they will give them a Writ of Eaſe from 
the Trouble of thinking and judging, that they need not 
perplex their Heads and Tho'ts about Religion: Tis all 
ready to their Hands reduc'd into this narrow Compaſs 
to think as they think, and believe as they believe: And 
could the Laity be perſwaded to be thus redundant in 
their Submiſhon, there could be no Doctrine ſo mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd, but muſt meet with a ready Reception. 
Tranſubſtantiation could not then be bogled at; for tho? it 
appears contrary to Reaſon and Senſe, yet if theſe mighty 
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Maſters of Reaſon determine that, ſo it muſt he, it is hut 
ſubmitting our Judgment and Opinion to theirs, and all 
Scrupte is remov'd, and the Feat 1s done : And then the 
Drs. Criticiſm muſt pals currant, tho' if we ſhonld be 
ſuffer'd to uſe our Reaſon, and put it under a ſtriet Scru- 
tiny and Examination, it would perhaps be found to be 
as blind and irrational as the Obedience He would build 
upon it: And fince we are not as yet fetter'd by the Drs. 
Shackles, our Reaſon and Conſciences are not under Con- 
finement, we may ſtill indulge our ſelves in the free Li- 
bercy of thinking, we muſt own we cannot pay ſuch a 
profound Deference to the Drs. 7 oe as to be of his 
Opinion, and acquieſce in this is Notion, becauſe we 
think we have good Reaſon to the contrary. A Perſon 
may fitly and properly enough be ſaid to ſubmit to them 
that Rule over him, tho' He does not contrary to his 
own Reaſon ſubmit His Judgment and Opinion to theirs; 
and to clear this Matter. I hall obſerve that Submithon 
by the Word of God is made, not only our Duty to our | 
Spiritual Guides, but alſo to every Ruler and Magi- WM 
ſtrate in the State; as is plain from the 1 Per. 2. 13, 14. 
Submit your ſelves to every Urdinance of Man for the Lo. ds 
ſabe, whether it be unto the Xing as Supream, or unto Go- Wh 
vernours as unto them at are ſent by him, for the Puniſh- 
ment of evil doers, and the Praiſe of th-m that do well. 
Now if the Drs. Notion be true, the Senſe and Mean- | 
ing of theſe Words mnit he. Chriſtians ought and 
ſhould obey both the Supream, and alſo ſubordinate and | 
z Inferiour Rulers all that are in Authority, not only when 
their Commands appear to be juſt and reafonable; but 
alſo when the Commands of Rulers zre ſuch as eur Rea- 
| fon and Conſciences teli us are not fit for us to obey, and x 
| ſuch as we think we ought and ſhould not approve ot: 
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Not our judgments muit he our Guide and Rule in this 
Cafe but theirs. What an unlimited Dominion would 
\ this give every Ruler and Officer in the State ; this Do- 
| ttrine would not only ſubje&t our ſecular Concerns to 
— their Aibitrary Wills and Pieaſures, but alſo our Judg- 
ment and Conſciences: This would ſtretch their Autho- 
rity to a larger Compals, then the moſt zealous Abettors 
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Diſſenting Pariſpioner conſidered, &c. 39 
of Paſſive Obedience ever did: They would allow that» 
when our Reaſon and judgment could not approve of it, 
an ative Obedience might be diſpens d with, and that in 
ſuch a Caſe it was our Duty tamely to ſubmit to their 
Violence, and without any Oppoſition to give way to 
their Tyranny: But if it be our Duty to ſubmit our 
Judgment and Opinion to that of our Rulers, there can 
be no room for à Paſſive Obedience, we muſt» fall in with 
their Sentiments, and obey their Commands how unreaſon- 
able ſq ever they appear to us to be. Whereas it is very 


evident, the Apoftle Peter by ſubmitting to every. Ordie 
nance of Man, intends no more, than that Chriſtians 


ſhould readily obey thoſe that are in Authority, whilſt 
they act conformable to the Ends of Magiftracy, whilſt 
they are the Miniſters of God for good, and are truly 
Gods Vicegerents upon Earth, and their Commands axe 
ſubſervient to the real Good and Welfare of Humane So- 
ciety ; For the Puniſhmens of evil doers, and the Praiſe of 
them that do well. Beſides I might add, that ſuch a Sub- 
miſhon as the Dr. pleads for is impoſſible. A Man can't 
contrary to his on Reaſon, ſubmit. his Judgment and 
Opinion to another. He may indeed conceal his Opi- 
nion, and for Sinifter Ends may play the Hypocrite and 


Puxiſh- | © diflemble it; but He muſt think and judge according to 


9 well. 
Mean- | 
t and 
te and 
when 
e; but 
Rea- 
y, and 
ve ot: 


the Light and Evidence of his on Underſtanding. And 
is not the Word of God ſo far from countenancing ſuch a 
blind irrational Submiſſion to our Spiritual Guides, as to 
make it the Duty of Cbriſlians to try and judge of their 
Dodrines and Commands by the Scriptures of God, Joby 
5. 39» Ads 17. 11. Are they not to take heed what they 
hear? Mark 4. 24. To try the Spirits, 1 Fob 4. 1. Po 
avoid and fly falſe Prophets, Deceivers and Seducers ; 
Mat. 7. 15. And can they do theſe Things, if they muſt 
not judge for themſelves, and follow the Conduct of their 
owr, Light and Reaſon, I have now done with the Con- 
ſideration of the Inferences, the Dr. has drawn from 
Heb, 13. 17. In She Conſideration of which I haye been 
the larger, becauſe it is the Foundation upon which He 
builds this his mighty Fabrick: From thence He has 
torm'd an Hypotheſis by _ He thinks to ſalve — 
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Difficulties, and anſwer all Scruples. Grant Him. but to 
erett this his Scheme for Church Polity, and He will pre- 
ſently find out a Catholicon to cure all ſcrupulous Con ſcien- 
ces, and a Weapon ſalve to heal all the Churches Vounds, 
But whether the Text will prove any one of thoſe Parti- 
culars, much leſs all that He advances from it, I ſhall 
leave to the Judgment of the Impartial and Unprejudi- 
ced. Muft He not have a very luxuriant Phancy, that 
from this one Text can prove that by Divine Appointment, 
the Goyernment of the Church is lodg'd in the Hands 
of Catbolick and National! Governours'; and that they are 


intruſted with the Authority of making what Canons, 


and Determinations they pleaſe concerning all Circum- 
ſtances not determin'd by Chriſt and his Apoſtlesz and 
that in theſe their Determinations all other Chriſtians 
are oblig'd to obey them, and even to ſubmit their 
Judgment and Opinion to theirs ? And as a Confirmati- 
on ef what has been ſaid, in Anſwer to the Drs. Expli- 
cation of this Text, I ſhall conclude this Head with the 
Senſe of the Learned and Profound: Biſhop Srillingfleer on 
the Text in his "/renicum, p. 45. where he aflerts, That 

Chrift has given to the Paſtors and Governours of the 
Church no Authority to make New Laws to bind the 
Church : But rather by his Commiſſion, Mat. 28. 18. tied | 
them up to his Commands already laid down in his Word. 


— And then adds, There is no Law of God that gives 


them a right hereunto, there is none produc'd with any 
Probability of Reaſon, but that of Zeb. 13.17. But that 
implies no more than ſubmitting to the Dofrine and 
Diſciplines of the 1 and to thoſe whom Chrift has 
conſtituted Paſtors of His Church; wherein the Law of 
Chrift doth require Obedience to them, that is in look- 
ing upon them, and owning them in their Relation to 
them as Paſtors. But that gives them no Authority to 
make any New Laws and Conſſitutions, binding Mens 
Conſciences any more than a Command from the Su- 
pream Authority, that Inferiour Magittrates ſhould be 
. doth imply any Power in them to make New 
Laws. . „ B7IT 


© The Second Thing the Dr. offers to prove is, That the 
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Diſſenting Pariſhioner conſidered, &c. 41 
Governours of that part of the Church, which is within this 
Kingdom are ſo far forth as coucerns the Comroverſie be. 
tween us and you (that is, Men of the Drs. Principles, 
and the D:ſſenters ) thoſe wbich we now a- days call Bi my 
If by this Propoſition, He means any thing that carries 
with it a Conſiſtency with what He had before deliver'd ; 
He muſt thereby intend, that the Biſhops are ſo far the 
Governours of the National Church; as that (to uſe his 
own Words) They have full Authority and Power tg give 
Rules and Directions concerning all Circumſtances in Reli- 


gion to the Church, and to make ſuch Canons as they ſhalt 


judge requiſite, and alſo to appoint over and above what 
Chriſt bas, all ſuch Officers, as they ſhall judge convenient to 


the well. governing of the Church. And in this Senſe in 


Oppoſition to this His Aſſertion, I do affirm they are 
not the Governours of that part of the Church' which is 
within this Kingdom. *Tis evident, they are not ſo ei- 
ther de Facto or de Jure. They are not fo de Fatty 
their Lordſhips do not lay claim to ſuch Authority, 
nor in any one Inſtance fince the Reformation can it 
be prov'd, that they have exerted it, they know too well 
the National Conſtitution, and are too hearty Friends to 
itz to aſſume to themſelves a Legiſlative Power; a 
Power to make Rules and Laws for the Government of 
the Church : They can and do maintain their Rights and 
Authority as Dioceſans, without invading the Suprema- 
cy, or ſtriking in with the Deſigns of thoſe High-flyers 
that would make the Church Independant on the State, 
and advance the Zccleſizſtick Authority above the Laws 
of the Land. Their Lordſhips are content with the 


Laws already made for the Government of the Church, 


and with thoſe Priviledges that are thereby granted to 
them without aſſuming to themſelves a Power of makin 

New ones and of introducing New Officers into the 
Church, and thereby ſetting up Imperium in imperio. And 
they are not ſo de Fure, they have no right to exerciſe 
ſuch a Power, in caſe they were diſpoſed to it: For if the 
bave ſuch a right it muft either be by the Law of God, 


or the Laws of the Land. As to their Right by the Law - 


of God, that has been debated already, and it does not 


appear, 
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appear, that the great Legiſlator Chtift Jeſus has in- 
truſted any with ſuch a Power: If they. are Officers in 
his Church, they muſt derive their Authority, and act 
by Commiſſion from him; and there is no Evidence (but 
of the contrary) that Chriſt has Commiſſion d any, to 
make Laws to bind Chriftians, to the Oblervance ot 
ſuch things as he never requir'd: Aud as to the Law of 
the Land it has debarr'd all Eccleſiaſticks of this Autho- 
rity. The 25th. of Henry the 8th. chap. 19th. is an 
effectual Bar to any ſuch Right, becauſe that Act, makes 
it no leſs then a Premunire, for the Convocation it ſelf, 
to attempt to do any thing in Church Matters, without 
the Kings Licence firft obtain'd ; and afterwards no Reſo- 
lution of theirs can have the force of a Law, unleſs be 
confirms it; nor is it then valid, if it be contrary and 
repugnant to the known Laws, Cuftoms, and Statutes ot 
the Realm. So that they have no Power, but what is 
deriv'd from the Government and hounded by Law. And 
the Biſhop of Sarum owns, that the Crown for above 
140 Years has been in Poſſeſſion of a Right of making 
uſe of a Convocatien, or of ſettling Matters in Religion 
withont it. The proof of this matter the Dr. fetches 
fromjthe Apoſtles being Biſhops. His words are that the Or. (* 
der of Apoſtles was diſtind from what me call tbe Order of 
Presbyters or Prieſts and the ſame with what we call Biſhops, 
But what Biſhops were they? Nat Dioceſan ſurely 2 For 
if ſo, each muſt have his peculiar Precin&, for the Exer- 
ciſe of his Apoſtolick Office and Miniftry, every one of 
the Twelve muſt have confin'd himſelf to a peculiar Di- 
oceſs or Provinee to act in: They muſt have diſtributed 
the World that was to be converted by them into Twelve 
Parts. How improbable is this? And utterly inconſi- 
ſtent with that Account the ſacred Records give ns of 
them? Were they not ſo far from confining their Mini- 
ſtry and overſight, each to his particular Dioceſs, ar Pro- 
vince, that we frequently read of many of them exerci- 
iing their Authority and Miniſtry, in one and the ſame 
Place? The Twelve were long at Feruſalem, Ads 8. 1, 
14. And after Pauls Converſion, we read of Peter and 
Janes being there, Gal. 1. 17, 18, 19. And 14 Years _ 
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Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 43 


Paul, Barnabas, Fames, Peter, and Jobn were there at the 
ſame time. And when they went forth to preach the 
Goſpel, they commonly went tuo or more of them toge- 
ther: Paul aud Barnabas were long Companions; and we 
read of Peter and Foby, Paul and Silas, Barnabas and Mark, 
going together: And how utterly irreconcileable is all this 
with their being Biſhops of particular Dioceſs? But thoſe 
that would ſee this wild and extravagant Notion of the A- 
poſtles being Dioceſan Biſhops molt unanſwerably confuted 
may conſult Bp. Stillingfieets Irenicum, p. 233, 234, 235» 
Nc. ahd the great Dr. Barrow owns. Jhat x; 

the Priviledges of the Apoſtleſtip were perſonal Treatiſe of 
and dy d with the Apoſties, and that the Fathers theSuprema- 
in ſaying wwe Biſhops were the Apoſtles Succefſors, cy, p. 76. 
intended no more by it, then that the Apoſtles 
eftebliſh'd them to govern the Church after them, not that any of 
them jucceeded in the utmoſt extent of ibe Apoſtles charge: Bux 
every Biſhop was to rule that part of the Flock of Chriſt com- 
mitted ro him. And does not every Miniſter in this ſenſe 
ſucceed the Apoſtles? They are to have the Overſight 
and Rule of that part ot the Flock of Chriſt which is com- 
mitted to their Care, Ads 20. 28. And he 

farther proves, That 1be Epiſcopacy of Peter Jbid p. 82. 
on which the Papiſts lay ſo grem a Streſs, was | 
incompatable with His Apoſtleſbip, and that none of the Anci- 
ents believ'd He was Bijhop of Rome where be could not ſtay 
long, tho* it is pretended be was there many Tears. And mu 
not that Man abound with ſelf ſufficiency, who can think, 
that notwithſtanding there is ſuch clear, Proof to the con- 
trary, that his own Word is Authority ſuthcient to eyince, 
that the Apoſtles were of the Order of Brſbops ? And that thus 
may fairly be gather'd from the New Teſiament and the WW ri. 
ting of the Primitive Chriſtians, and that from the Apoſtles 


Tame to the Reformation the Catbolick Church was every 


where govern'd by Biſhops. So that in the Opinion of this 
Gentleman, the Reformation was an untoward unhap 

thing to the Chriſtian World ; it brought in Anarchy = 
Contuſion, overthrew the Apoſtolick Order and Gq- 
vernment in the Church, and did thereby quite diſſolve 
and deſtroy the Peace and Unity thereof: Had * Fore- 
8 | | | athers 
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fathers and the zealous Reformers abroad, been ſo Wiſe, 
as not to have made a Departure from Nome; this Miſ- 
chief had been prevented and the Church had kept its 
Unity and Primitive Government fill; and what pity is 
IE our Author was not born ſoon enough, to have 
given them ſome of his wholeſome Advice; for I dare ſay, 
if they would have follow'd it, they would have continu'd 
in the Boſom of what ſome are pleas'd to call the Mother 
Church. The Dr. is deſperately angry with the Refor- 
mation, and his prudence will not allow him to conceal 
it, and therefore his next Words are ſuch a baretfac'd Ca- 
lumny, and odious Repreſentation of a very great part 
of the Reformation abroad, as plainly beſpeaks that he is 
added with an implacable Emnity againſt it. in ſo much 
( faith he) rhat 4 Presbyterian Government was never beard i 
of in the Church tell after the Reformation, which Bleſſed Work 
when the Devil could not binder, be made uſe of all bis cunning 
to blaſt the Fruits thereof, and be did it in no reſpect more than 
in violating the Apoſtolical form of Church Government, til! 
that time univerſally receiv'd and thereby breaking the Peace 
the Churchto this very Day. Is not this a moſt invidi- 
ous, and ſpiteful Suggeſtion, againſt thoſe Reformers that 
1 fell in with the Presbyterian Government? Is it not in 
1 effect to tell the World, that in the Model of Church Go- 
11 vernment they eftabliſh'd, they were not Chriſt's but the 
Devil's Agents; they conſulted not the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom of the Redeemer, but that of the accurſed 
Prince of Darkneſs, their Churches were form'd as 
he would have them, and as were ſubſervient to his 
Helliſh Defigns. But none who are heartily in the In- 
tereſt of the Proteſtant Reformation, and are in the leaſt 
acquainted with the Proceedings of thoſe Holy Men, and 
how Eminently God own'd and Bleſs'd them, will believe 
that in the Steps they took, they were any more favou- 
rers of the Deſigns of Satan, than that the Dr. in ſuch 
notorious Falſhoods, is an Enemy to him who was a Lyar i 
from the Beginning, and tbe Father of it, But it is a My- Wb 
ſtery that wants to be unravell'd ; how the ſetting up the 
Presbyterian Government in ſome parts blaſted the Fruits 
of the Reformation ? Is it not moſt undeniable, that the 
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Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 45 
Churches that have been thus modell'd, have been as 
much refin'd from the Dregs and Corruptions of Popery 
as any ? Has not their Worſhip been as pure, their Di- 
cipline as exact, their Doctrine as Orthodox, as that of 
others ? Has not the Life, Spicit and Power of Religion 
eminently ſhin'd forth amongſt them? And have they 
not produc'd as bright Examples of Primitive Chriftiani- 
ty, and as great a Number of thoſe who have ſeal'd the 
Truth with their Blood and embrac'd a Martyrdom rather 
than renounce it, as any part of the Chriftian World ? 
And after all muſt they be thus blackn'd, by one that 
bares the Character of a Dr. of Divinity in the Church 
of England? What ſort of Proteſtants muſt thoſe Men 
be ? Is there not too much Ground tor a ſuſpicion that 
they have Deſigns they are aſham'd to own, who will not 
ſtick to publiſh it to the World, that this Reformation 
was a plan and cunning Device of the Devil, to violate 
the Apoſtolick form of Church Government; and there- 
by break the Peace of the Church ? Can Malice it ſelf ſay 
any thing worſe of it? The Romiſh Clergy in all their 
Lies and Forgeries againſt the Reformation have not 
out-done this toul mouth d Slander. And the Dr. in ſay- 
ing, this Government was never heard of in the Church, 
til} after the Reformation, diſcovers as much Ignorance 
as he does Malice in making the Devil to be the Author 
of it. It would be no difficult Undertaking to prove,that 
in Scripture Times both the Power of Ordination and the 
Government of Churches was lodg'd in the Hands of 
Presbyters. Timothy was ordain'd by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14. And Paul and Bar- 
nabas were ſet apart to the Work of the Miniftry by the 
laying on of the Hands of thoſe ordinary Teachers and 
Prophets that belong'd to the Church of Antiach, Ad. 13. 
1, 2. And the intire Government of the Church of Epbe- 
ſus, was by Paul committed to the Elders or Presbyters of 
that Church, As 20. 28. And the Apoſtle Peter exhorts 
Presbyters or Elders, not only to feed, but take the over- 
fight of the Flock, that is govern and rule them, as wel} 
as teach them according to the Word of God, 1 Pet. «. 
1, 2. And even Ignatius, who is thought of 21] the Wri- 
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ters of the Three firſt Centuries, the moſt to favour a 
Tow'ring Lordly Epiſcopacy, and for that Reaſon is on- 
ly of all the Primitive Writers mention'd by our Dr. 
owns that Iles fulegot eis Teror ours gi Tov Amoronwv, 
Epiſt. ad Magal, p. 33. Edu. Voſſ. Presbyters ſucceeded 
the Apoſtles in the Rule and Government of the Church; 
they ſucceeded as it may be litterally Tranſlated in the 
Room of the Bench of the Apoſtles. But T ſhall ( ro ma- 
nifeft how little the Aﬀertions of this Gentleman are to 
be relied on) give ſome few Inftances of this Govern i 
ment in the Church long before the Reformation, for 
there needs no great Acquaintance with Ecclefiaitickh Hi- 
ftory, to be able to produce Plenty of them: The Church 
of Alexandria, tho* it was afterwards the Seat of a Pa- 
triarch, was for above TWO Centuries, ſo intirely ſub- 
jet to the Government of Presbyters ; that tho' they 
had ſome that bore the Title of Biſhops amongft them, 
yet they were both choſen and ordain'd by Presbyters ; i 


which is confirm'd by the concurrent Teftimonies of Fe. 
tom, Epiſt, ad Evag. pag. 82. And by Eutycbius in hi: 
Ans, Edit. Pacock, p. 828. And the famous Church 
of Carthage, was for many Years, in the Time of Huneric“ 
King of the Vandals govern'd by Presbyters ; and when 
it was offered them to have a Biſhop upon the Conditi- By 
on, that the Arrians might Exerciſe their Religion a 
mongſt them; their Anſwer was Ecclefia Epiſcopum non 55 
delectatur habere Vid. Lib. 2. de Perſecut. Vandal: And 


to give ſome Inſtances nigher Home, from the beft and 
moſt Authentick Hiltorians and Antiquaries of the Sco- 


tiſþ Nation we are inform'd, that for above 200 Year: il 


atter the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity amongſt them. 
the Church was under no other Government than that 
of Presbyters. Hector Bortius, Hiſt. Scot. Lib. 7. p. 128. 
Fobn Major de Geſtis Scot. Lib. 2. Cap. 2. Fobn Fordun 


Scori Chron, Lib. 3. Cap. 8. Aud the Vaudois amongſt 


whom as a Learned relate ons, there are at this Day 
the greateſt Remains of Primitive Chrifti- $ 


Hiſtor. of the anity, have as Boyer tells us, from che fict 


Vaudois, p. Preaching of che Goſpel amongft them in 
31, 32. the early Days of Chriſtianity, been under 
no 


overn- 
2, for 
re Hi 
urch 
a Pa- 
y ſub- 


they 
them, 


Wwrers; | 
of Fe- 
in his 
2hurch Z 
unericl 3 


d when 
onditi- 


t and 
he Sco- 


Year: | 
them, | 
in that } 


p. 129, 
Fordur. 
nongſ| 


is Day \ 
"brifti- fi 


ie ficſt 
nem in 
under 


no 


| liſh'd, did ever queftion the Conſtitution 


* 
9 


Diſſenting Pariſhioner conſidered, &c. 45 
no other Government than that of Presbyters or Elders 
and Deacons. And ſo far were our firſt Reformers from 
2 the Lawfulneſs of the Government, or the 
Validity ef Ordination by Presbyters, that it was gene- 
rally a receiv d Opinion amongf them, that Biſhops and 
Presbyters were of one and the (ame Office, and that they 
only differ d gradually v. And Biſhop Bur- 

net in his Expoſition of the 23d Article of * See Stil- 
the Church of England owns, that neither ling. Ireni- 
the Reformers, nor their Succeſſors for near cum, p.291, 
Eighty Leafs after the Articles were Puh - 392, 393. 


of thoſe Churches, which were under a Presbyterian Go- 
vernment. It was never look'd upon to be Characteri- 
ſtick of a Church-man, to condemn and unchurch thoſe 
Churches that are not under a Prelatical Government 


till + Arch-Biſhop Laud's Time, who (to 


carry on what ill Detigns is well known) T bat was 


£ ſhew'd more Kindneſs and Favour to the Laud's De- 


Church ot Rome, than to any of the Re- ſign the Rea. 


$ form'd abroad: And in King Charles the der may ſee 


Second's Time, Men of the ſame Stamp, in Dr, Ed- 


7 procur'd a Law, by which Ordination by wards Preg- 
Eg Presbyters was declar'd invalid; whereby cber, Part 2. 
100 a 
im non 

And 


they maniſeſted their ill Opinion of the p. 159, to 
Foreign Reformation, that even the Model 170. 

and Conſtitution of the Komiſh Church, was 

thought preferable to Geneva, or the Proteſtant Churches 
of France: The Ordination of kme they would own, 
but that of theſe Proteftant Churches would not pats 
Current; a Miniſter of theirs could not have any Place 
or Preferment in our National Eftabliſhment without 
renouncing his former Ordination. And this Author 
furniſhes us with a Reaſon for this their Severity and 
Uncharitableneſs towards their Brethren abroad, viz. 
becauſe their Ecclefraſtick Government was ſuch as had 
the Devil for it's Author and Founder. Tho' the Dr. 
gives us no better Evidence than his own Authority, for 
rhe particulars he has advanc'd under this Head; yet 
ne talks big and wich a great deal of Afurance, ( as 


if 
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if his word was proof for every thing) tells his Pariſhi- 
oner that he might enlarge on the Proof of this Point. Tis 
not doubted, whilft bold Aſſertion may paſs for Demon- 
firation, that a Man of the Drs. pregnant Fancy and 
whoſe Talent and Genius lies ſo much that way can eaſily 
enlarge: But we would deſire the Favour of him, that 
before He gives Us the Trouble of any more enlarge. 
ments of this kind, he would oblige Us with ſome better 
Proofs of what He has already aſſerted, for we have been 
ſo often deceiv'd and diſappoint'd by his Aſſurances, that 


we can't think his word Stable enough to build our Faith 
upon it. It looks as if the Dr. was conſcious that the Wi 
Propoſitions He had advanc'd, would not bear a ſtrict 


Examination; and that the Proof the Apoſtles were Bi. 
ſhops, and that Dioceſans were of the Order of the Apo- 
ſtles, was ſo difficult an Enterprize; that He would moſt i 
gladly be excus d from engaging himſelf in it; that he $ 


torms an Evaſion for his Pariſhioner which (I dare ſay ) 
He will diſown and none have a right to Father it but him- 
ſelf. 7 have experienc'd ( ſays he) that after the greateſt evi- 
dence that can be defir'd from Amiquity in this Caſe,there is an 
Evaſion ready to be made uſe of by you; namely,that you are nit 
Scholar enough to emer into the Merits of the Comroverſie, ani 
ſo 10 determine for your ſelf by your own Fudgment. What WM 
a ſtrange turn is here given to the Drs. toregving Dit. 
courſe? In the Beginning of this Page we were told that 


it was a Truth that might fairly be gather'd from the 
New Teftament, that the Apoſtles were of the Order 
of Biſhops z and now all of a ſudden it is become ſach a 
Truth that Ordinary Heads can't reach it: Dioceſan Epiſ. 
copacy which was founded in the Order of the Apoſtles ; 
ſuch a profound Myſtery that only the Learned World, 
are capable of pailing a Judgment on it, Does not this 
look like a Politick Fetch ? That the want of Learning 
in the Pariſhioner may excufe the want of Proof in the 
Dr? If this matter might fairly be gathered from the 
New Teftament, it had been very ealie for the Dr. to 
have directed to thoſe Texts which carry in them a proof 
of it; and tho Iknow not what ſtock of Learning his Pa- 
rjſhioner is Maſter of, vet it is not to be queſtioned but 
that 
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Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 49 


that He is as capable of judging. whether the Inferences - 


that might have been made from ſuch Texts, had been 
natural and genuine, as He is of the Strength and Force 
of the Drs. reaſoning in this his ſa:much admir'd and ces 
tebrated BOOK: And as for Antiquity there would have 
bern no Neceſſity of having recour'e to it; for if He will 
prove this matter from Scripture, I will undertake for his 
Pariſhioner, that he will moſt readily excuſe him from 
the fatigue and labour of ranſacking the Ancient Fathers 
and Councils, and will ſubject himſelt to Scripture Evidence. 
However the Pr. will have his Pariſhioner paſs in the 
World, for ſo unskilful and unlearn'd, as not to be cas 
pable of making a Judgment in this Caſe ; and; ſince it is 
his Misfortune to want that Politeneſs and learned Ac- 
compliſhments, which are neceſſary to render him à pro- 
per judge: He will ſo far commiſerate this his Infir mity, 
as to preſcribe him a proper Remedy, which will prove a 


| moft Sovereign and infallible Anodine to allay the pec- 
cant Humours, of Inquiſitiveneſs, and a dehire after fur: 
ther knowledge, and will fix him under. ſuch a profound 


Ignorance, that it he be not able to make a Determinatis 
on, he never ſhall, It is to betake himſelf to his Pariſh» 
Miniſter that is the Drs. own ſelf; and what Directions 
he will give him, we have heard already ; He'll take this 
ſhort, and eaſie way, to end the Controverſie, and to 


rihioner; namely, that he would have him believe. that 


this or any other matter, he has not a mind he ſhould in- 
quire into, is above his reach, and ſince he is his ſpiritual 


Guide, it is his Duty to ſubmit his Judgment and Opini- 


ou to his, and therefore he need not deure further Light, 


nor apply himſelt to any Body that will dired and inform 
him better. I wasextreamly lurpriz d, hen fiiſt I read 
with how much ſeeming Zeal, the Dr. eſpons'd the Au- 
thority of the Biſhops, and could not hut think, that one 
that made ſo many dating attempts upon the Reformati - 


on, and manifeſtly feil in [with the Ocſigns of thoſe that 


would betray Us to a Foreign juriſdiction g could not en- 
tertain kind and favourable tho ts of theit Lordſhips, not 
be atted with a ſincere Friendſhip towards them 4 Whoſe 

E truly 
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truly Chriſtian Moderation, Piety and ſteady 7eal for 
the Proteſiane Religion, has caus d them to be highly 
Honour d and greatly Lov'd by thoſe that wiih well to 
the Intereft thereof, and that favour the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion 4 as it has to be envied and hated, by thoſe that 
have contrary Deſigns. And now at length it appears, 
that ſelf lay at che Bottom, and that He was thus liberal 
to their Loreſhips, that the Benefit might accrue to him- 
ſelf: He ſtretch d their Authority beyond its due Bounds, 
that they might only have the Name ot it in their Dio- 
ce(s. and He and the reſt of the Interior Clergy, poſſes 
the thing it elf in their Pariſhes. And for this Realon 
he telk his Parifhioner, it was a moſt dangerous thing, it 
was no lefs a Sin and Evil then to affront Chriſt timielf, 
to neg let and forſake the Pariſh Minifter.His Words are, 
Tbe Biſbops are tboſe to whom the Government of the National 
Church is committed, according to the Jaſtitution of Cbriſt and 
bis Apoſtles z and therefore whoſoever is appointed to be your 
Miniſter by your proper Bifhop, it appointed to be ſo by Chriſt 
bimſelf, and conſe quemily ib neglett and forſake ſuch your Mini- 
fer, is 10 affront the Aut bority of Cbriſt. This we are to 

look upon as a Catholick general Rule, againſt which 
there muſt be no exception: We muſt always look upon 
and regard Bilhops as the Governours Chriſt has ſet over 
the National Church, and the Minifters they appoint we 
muſt upon no Terms Refuſe; tho' they ſhould be never 
o Heterodox, and ſhould lead Us into the moſt dangerous 
and pernicious Errors, tho they be utterly unable and 
unfit to teach Us the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and guide 
us in the way of Life; yet without any ſcruple, we muſt 
committhe Care of our Souls unto them, and ſeek out for 
ho better help and Inſtructions then they will give 
us : To reject them, let them, be who or what they will, 
for the Dr. allows of no Limitation in this Caſe) is to 
affront Chriſt. This will be tho't a hard faying, by all 
that Have a juſt value for their own Souls, and by all that 
converſe with their Bibles, this Rule of the Drs, will be 
cho't utterly incompatible, with thele many commands 
which there we have, to reject falſe Prophets, to difown 
Deceivers and Seducers, If Miniſters be fuch as that we 
12 * in 
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Diſſenting Pariſbianer conſidered, &c. 5 
can not ſafely commit the Care of our Souls unto them, let 
who will appoint them, we think we may aud ſhould diſ- 
own them: And fince the Dr. aſſerts, that it is ſo great a 
Sin to reject the Pariſh Miniſter, who is ( as be ſays ) ap- 
8 by the Bichop, I would willingly know what the 

+ Will ſay to theſe following plain Queſtions, -  . 

(1.) Suppoſe King Funes the 2d. had brought about 
his purpoſe, enſlav'd the Nation, Eftabliſh'd Popery, and 
thereby Popiſh Biſhops had been fix d in every Diocels, 
and Popiſh Priefts ia every Pariſh 3 would it have been 


an affront to the Authority of Chriſt for Chriftians to 


* 


| have forſaken and negletied ſuch Miniſters ? It muſt have 


been ſo certainly, if what he aſſerts be true. 
(2.) By the beſt and moſt Authentic Eccleſiaſtick Mi 
ſtorians we are inform'd, that in the Reigns of Valens 
Conſtantius, Arrianiſme was rampant in the Eaſt, and that 
the greateft part uf the Biſhops and Clergy eſpous'd that 
Hereſie, and that the Orthodox Chriſtians who ſeperated 
from them, were perſecuted with the utmoſt ieverity 
and Cruelty: And were not theſe Chriſtians in this thei 
Seperation, according to the Drs. Notion, guilty of an At- 
front againſt Chrift himſelf? Did they not deſervingly 
ſuffer as evil-doers ? They ſhould have made no Oppoſi- 
tion to their ſpiritual Guides, and have been ſo complaiſant 


and obedient to their Clergy, as rather than forſake them 
¶ to have made Shipwrack at once of Faith and a good Con- 


ſcience. | | f 
(2.) Is it not plain that the Proteſtant Reformation ig 
moſt parts was carried on ia Oppoſition to the Biſhops 
and ( lergy that were then in Power? And that tho; 
that fell in with the Deſigns of the Reformers caſt off tho 
Minifters that were ſet over them? And was their ſo do- 
ing an affroat to Chriſt ? Maſt chey have deferr d ſo good 
and needful a work, till the n Biſbops aud Clergy 
conſented to ite It o (I fear) things had remain d, as 
they were to this day. ai 1 
(4.) But what if the Patiſh Miniſter was not appointed 
by. the Biſhop ? Surely thin according to the Ors. Noti- 
on, fo forfake him is not to affront. Chrift, and this 
think is trve of the greateſt parc of the Parochial —_ 
| B 2 ers 
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ſters in the Kingdom, It is the Patron that preſents, 
and thereby gives a legal Right to the Living, and I be. 
heve if it was enquir'd, who appointed Dr. Hels to be 
the Parſon of < oresdack, it will be tound it was notithe Bj. 
ſhop but ſome Body clſe, it was the Gentleman that had 
the Right of Preſem ation and conſequently His Pariſhio 
ner is not juſtly chargeable with the guilt of ſo hainou 
a Crime, as that of aftronting Chrift in ſeperating fron 
him. *'F is true, Inſtitution is from the Biſhop, but the Dr, 
tan't be ignorant, that that is a matter of mere form 
The Biſhop' has no power of rejcetmg any one that. i 
poſſeſs d · ot. the i'Vreſentation provided he brings along 
with him a Teflimonial of his good Converſation, an 
can give an Account of His Faith in Latin, and hon 
he rejeR any Miniſter (that will conform to the Church. 
that is not defettive in theſe two Points, there is an Act. 


Ties againſt his Lordfhip, and a que impedir will fort Co 
with he brought againft him: And it the Dr. will cite x 
thi appointing a Miniſter, this is what an Arch-Biſhv the 
may and frequently does do, who according to him oY for 


no Officer of Cbriſts, and atis no more by Authority tror! 
him then an Apparitor. ö N 
(F.) I would enquire further, if it be ſo great a Sin 1M an 
forſake the Miniſter, that is appointed by the Biſhop. 1 thi; 
it not as great or greater din tor the Inferior Cletęi mic 


who have bound themiclves by à Sulemn Oath to p Gu 
them « anonial Obedience, te aftiont and contemn the Bi] 
Lord-ſhips ?' To refuſe to hearken to and obey then the 
And would it not be very: well :worth the labour vn. 
this Learned Author to oblige the World once mol cy 
with one of his Letters, and ditect it to the lower Hou the 
of -Convocation 2 Who knows what. a man of his Peri; unc 
five Faculty may do? Perhaps with his ſtrong Reaſon Di; 
ings he may overcome them, and convince them th a < 
they have been in the wrong, out of the Way of tbeſſ of 
Duty in oppoſing the Authority of their Dioceſans; au of 
may prevail with them ( tho' for fume years paſt ti'W To 
have been in open Rebellion againſt their Lordihips ) the 
return to the Allegiance. | ble 
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Diſſenting Pariſbiouer conſidered, &c. 53 


The Dr. from the forementioned i draus two- 
moſt admirable Concluſions. The firſt is, Thar it is 0 
more left to the Will and Choice of Lay-Pariſhioners, whom 


rhey ſhould look upon as their true Pattor or Miniſter, tban 


in reſpett to the State it is lejs to their Will and Choice, whom 
they jnould look upon 4s the Conſtable; but as He that is due- 
ly appointed by #þ: Civil Magiſtr ate to be'the Con(table of the 
Pariſh, muſt be look'd upon as ſuch: Ss He that is appointed 
by the proper ſpiritual Magiſtrate to be the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh, is upon all Accounts to be acknowledg'd as the Mini- 
ſter. It is in the Account of this Gentleman a very great 
Evil, for the Laity to have any Thing to do in the 
Choice of their Paſtor, this would ſo effectually Diſcoun- 
tenance the lazy and inſuthcient among the Clergy ; and 
would ſo greatly ſpoil the Deſigns of thoſe that would 
Lord it over the Faith, and exerciſe a Dominion over the 
Conſciences of their Brethren, that by all poſſible Means 
it muſt be prevented. In all other concerns of Moment, 
they may be allow d to chooſe the heſt and meeteſt Helps 


tor themſelves: But in this moſt weighty Affair in which 


their Everlaſting Salvation is concern d, they muſt be de+ 
barr'd of their Liberty. They may chooſe what Phyſici- 
an they yy tor their Body, and what Lawyer they 
think fit for their kſtates; hut abſolutely muſt they ſub- 
mit to the Determination of others, as to a Vaſtor or 
Guide tor their Souls. If the Patron preſent, and the 
Biſhop inſtitute, there muſt be no Refuſal on their Parts, 
they muſt entertain no Tho'ts of having any other, than 
whom they are pleas d to offer; and that for this weigh» 
ty Reaſun, becaule they are not allow'd to chooſe whom 
they pleaſe tor their Conſtable. I muſt confeſs I never 
underitood, that a Conftable was an Officer of an equal 
Dignity and Concern as a Miniſter; and therefore, that 
a Chriſtian receiv'd no greater Injury in being depriy'd 
of the choice ot bis Miniſter to watch over his Soul, than 
of the choice of a Conſtahle to maintain Order in the 
Town and Pariſh in which he lives; and can't think o- 
therwiſe, than that there is a vaſt Diſpariry. A ( onftay 
ble is Cuſtos Pats, his Office is to fee that the Publick 
Peace be preſery'd; and the Violatery thereof puniſh d; 
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and it matters not much who chooſes him, for in the Ex- 
ecution of this his Office, he is ty'd up by Law, and 
ſhould he contrary to it injure any in their Perſons or 
Eftates, he muſt anſwer for it; and the agrieved Party 
may have Remedy: The Law will allow, what may be 


tho't a juſt Reparation for the damage he may have ſu- 


ſtain d. But ſhould a Perſon either through the Igno- 
rance, Heterodoxy or Inſufficiency of his Minifter be 
miſguided in the Affairs of his Salvation, and his Soul 


thereby everlaftingly loft; there can be no Reparation | 


made, this is too great a Detriment to admit of any Ga. 
tisfaction. And 1 can ſee no Reaſon, why a Perſon ſhould 
any more ſubmit to the Choice of another in a Paſtor for 


his Soul, when he is ſatisfy'd the Perſon choſen is uttet | 


1 
7 


ly unfit to be his Spiritual Guide; than he ſhould to 
anothers choice of a Phyſician for his Body, when he is | 


perſwaded that he who is choſen tor him, has not Skill | 
and Fidelity lufficient to be depended on; to deprive 


| 


the Laity muft have nothing to do in the Choice of 4 


Perſons of their Choice in either Caſe, is to offer a mani- 
feft Violence to What by the Law of God and Nature is 
the undoubted Right of erery Man. And to ſay, that 


Paſtor, is in effe@ to ſay, they muſt prefer an abſolute 
Qbedience to the Wl of 


be who, or what he wilt they muſt ſubmit to it. But why 
the Dr, compares a Minifter with 2 Conftable 1 under 


ſtand not; unleſs it be, that becauſe it is the Office of 


a Conftable to puniſh all the Diſturbers of the Publick 


Peace, He think it is the Duty, ar muſt be the Office , 


the Clergy to their own Sal. 
vation; fince if a Minifter is impoſed upon them, let him 


5 


of Migiſters with al! imaginable igour to puſh on the 


Execution of Penal Laws, againſt thoſe that differ from 
them in what they themſelves account Functilio's, and 


will not ſubmit to their unreaſonable Impoßtions, be- 


[4 


cauſe ey think them unlawful ; vo that they muſt be a | 


fort of cel ſiaſtick Conſtati2s, who muſt ſeek to buiid up 


the Church of Cbriſt by the Devi. M bod in endeavou- 
fuß by lunes and Im priſonmet t, Fagots and Fa ſters to 
ake Converts to Religion. an ince He +14 nave it Þ 
ſo that Parifhioners have no more to do in the choice of | 
bo Bop: 2% dro aſs 1 Min 


Diſſenting Pariſhioner conſidered, &c. 3 5 
2 Minifter, than they have in the choice of a Conſta - 
ble; I hope He will be fo civil and kind to them, as - 
to let them have as much to do in the one, as in the o- 
ther: And here I'll appeal to all that know what a Con- 
table is, whether He be not (as all other Pariſh Off- 
cers ) generally choſe by the Pariſh; and if they may 
have as much Liberty to olect their Miaifter, as they 
have to choſe their Conſtable, if they do not better pro- 
vide for themſelves than moſt Patrons do, they will moſſ 
deſervingly be dzpriv'd of this their Right and Liberty, 
And it looks, as it High-Church Zeal had tranſported the 
Dr. beyond himſelf, that He ſhouid commit ſo great a 
Blunder and Miſtake in matter of Fact, in which any 
Farmer in the Countrey could have ſet him right, as to 
ſay, that a Conſtable is an Officer of the Magiftrates ap» 
pointment, TA 
The Second Inference the Dr. makes from the fore» 
mention'd Premiſes, viz, That the Parochial Miniſter is 
appointed by Chrift, becauſe (as He ays) He is ap* 
pointed by the Biſhop. Is that it is more ſafe to have re- 
courſe to the Pariſh Miniſter in all doubtful and difficult 
Caſes, and to be guided by him therein, than to reſort 
to any other Perſon at leaſt without his Advice or Ap- 
probation. Here we have another Specimen, to what 
an extravagant hight ſome Ecclefiaſticks would run the 
Authority of the Clergy ; in the choice of a Miniſter, we 
were told before, that the poor Laity muſt have nothing 
to do, that was a matter beyond their Compaſs; and 
here we are told, that when a Miniſter is once ſet over 
them, they are bound and mult qbey, they muſt take 
Him for better for worle, and not think of any Body 
Elſe to be their Spiritual Guide till Death, ar a better 
Preferment remove him. In all doubtful and difficult 
Caſes, they mult have recourſe to him alone, tho' He be 
ſo ignorant, as not to be able to reſolye-theic Doubts, or 
ſo ill-nacur'd that He will not do it, tha' He regard not 
the Salvacion of their Souls half ſo much, as He does the 
Life of his Beaſt 3 and be ſo profane and wicked, ſo loaſe 


and debauch'd, as to be 2a Reproach to Humane Nature, 


and the yery corn of the Rabble, ana the Contempt of 
E 4 the 
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the Boys in the Streets; yea, let him be Papiſt, Deiſt, 
Socinian, it matters not; it is muſt ſate to have recoui le 
to him, and not to reſort to any Body elle, To what a 
miſerable Degree of Slavery, would this Notion reduce 
the poor Laity, If what the Dr. ſays be true, we can 
think no otherwiſe, than that the Church was chiefly 
founded for the ſake of the Grandure and Domination of 
Miniſters, for they may rule and dumineer as uncon- 
troulably as they will; they may act as arbitrarily, and 
exerciſe as great Tyranny over the Souls and Conſcien- 
ces of Men as they pleaſe, the People mu't never diſoun 
them, nor {eek for better Help. Alas! There i no e- 
medy for them: They muſt. quiecly and patiently ſub- 


mit; this is the beſt and ſafeſt. Courſe for chem, if we | 


believe this Author, For as He adds, Supf yz. the worſt 
ſhould bappen that can poſſibly happen by foliowing the Dire. 
ton of your Miniſter, that yoar Min:ſter ſbould miſguide you 
in 4 Matter too difficuls for vou to judge of. But what J 
pray you, Sir, are thoſe Matters the Laity are not ca- 
pable of judging Certainly none of thoſe Things that 

re neceſſary either to be believ'd or practice by them 


= LO * 


as Chriſtians, and conſequently to be preach'd to them 


by their Miniſters; theſe Things are plainly reveal'd in 
the Word of God, and they ale capable now as well as 
the Bareans of Old of ſearching the Scriptures, and there- 
by of judging, whether the Doctrine and Initrattions of 


their Miniſters be agreeable to the Wor of God, and fuch | 
as they ſhould receive. But this is a cunning Infinuation of 
the Drs. by which He ſeeks to perlwade the World, that 
blind Obedience and implicit Faith are very wholeſome | 


and neceſſary. He would have us believe, that there 
are many ſacred Truths, that the Vulgar are not com- 


petent judges of, and therefore they mnſt intirely | 
rely and depend on the Word of their Miniicer, But to | 


go on with the Drs. Suppoſition, Then ( fays he) you 
may reaſonably rely on the Mercy of God for the forgiveneſs 


of your Error, becauſe you make uſe of the proper Means 4. 
pointed by God for your Inſtruction,” and ſo the Error becomes | 


nor properly yours, bur your Miniſters. do (ſays the Dr. 
but if we may be allow d to believe our Saviour, we muſt 
ed | | think 


Diſſentiag Pariſbiouer conſidered, &c. 57 
think otherwiſe ;- who tells us, That if the- Blind lead the 
Blind, they will both fall into the Ditch: And I don't think. 
that it will make the fall of any into the Bottomleſs Pit 
leſs dreadful, and their Aboad in it leſs grieyous ; that 
they came thither in Company with theſe that ſhould 
have been their Guides and Directors to a better Place. 
And how the following the Condutt of ſuch, is to make 
ule ot the proper Means appointed by God, is I muſt con- 
feſs beyond my reach. God has inftituted Miniſters to 
exhort and inſtrutt according to his Word, and thereby 
to be the Inftruments of promoting the Knowledge of 
God and Chrift, and tre Salvation of Souls; but with all 
He has requir'd, that they ſhould be faithful: And De- 
ceiver> and Blind Guides are ſo tar from being of a Divine 
Appointment. that it is a Degree of Blaſphemy for any 
to ſay or think ſo, and He that will choole to ſubmit 
himlelt to thoſe, who will deceive and miſguide him in 
the Atfairs of His Salvation; when He may have the 
the help of thoſe chat wiil faithfully inſtruct and teach him, 
is guilty of as great Cruelty to His own Soul, as he is to 
his Body, that will prefer deadly Poyſon to wholeſome 
Food, And it it be true, that if our Miniſter miſguides 
and deceives us, the Error is not properly ours but his 
it will tollow, that the Vulgar Fews were guilty of no 
Error and Sin in rejecting and crucifying our Saviour, 
ſiace they follow'd the Direction of their Priefts in u hat 
they did: They taught them to eſteem Him an Impo- 
ſtor and a Deceiver, and as ſuch to ſeek his Death and 
impatiently co defire bis Crucifixion. And I can't think 
otherwiſe than, that whether Chrift was the promiſed 
Meſſ1aþ oc a Decetver, was a Matter as difficult for them 
to judge of and determine; as it is for Chriftians to paſs 
a judgment concerning all thoſe Matters that are need- 
ful either for to know: and believe, or for their Minifters 
to teach and infirutt them. 

The Third Thing the Dr. undertakes to prove is, that 
there is nothing fintul requir'd of you ( that is the Diſ- 
ſenters ) by. the Biſhops or Governours of the Church. 
And in this 1 can moſt readily agree with Him, the Go- 
vernvurs of the Church require nothing, that can be a 


grievance 
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grievance to the Diſſenters, the Government in the Ge. 
neral is willing to indulge them in all deſirable Freedom 
and Liberty of ſerving God, accdrding to their Conſci 
ences ; And their-Lordſhips, the: Biſhops in particular 
are afted: with truly moderate healing Spirits, ſuch as 
becomes their Character. I o' they are zealouſly con- 
cern d to maintain and ſupport the Church of England, 
and would be glad to have all united in the Nations! E/t 4. 
bliſhment ; yet they are not Ignorant, that as here we 


ſee but in Part, ſo there will no more be a perfect A» 


greement in Mens Sentiments, then there will be an un- 
diftinguiſh'd Likeneſs in their Features. In Things that 
are not eſſential to Religion, there may and will be dit. 


ferent Apprehenſions in thoſe that truly love God, be- 


lieve in Chriſt and ſhall be accepted of God, and Con- 


ſcience is too tender a thing to be fort d. And therefore, 


whilft their Lordſhips are endeavouring by all poſſible 


Means to fecure the Rights and Priviledges of the Eſia | 
bliſh'd Church, that they may inviolably be preſerv'd; } 


they are willing that thoſe who conſcientioutly _ a 
Conformity thereunto, ſhould have the Liberty 


judge, that the real Intereſt of Religion, and the common 


Welfare of Proteſtznts will be better ſecur d, than by ſet- 
ting up one Party to ruine and deftroy another, and 
thereby weaken us to that degree, as to make us an ca - 
fie prey to the common Enemy; and whilft Matters are 
managed with ſuch a happy Temper, if there be any © 
thing requir'd, which the Diſſenters judge unlawful; it is | 
only by ſuch little Officers, as the Dr. who in deſpight | 


of all Authority, whether Eccleſiaſtick or Civil will turn 


Boutefeus and Incendiaries. Not that the Difſenters | 
would be Proof againſt the Conviction, that Truth and | 
Reaſon ſhould make upon them; for as they doubt not, 
but a conſtant Conformity to the National Church, would © 


be much for their ſecular worldly Advantage; ſo it can't 


be ſuppos d, that they ſhould be ſo much out of Lore 
with their own Eaſe and Intereft, as to refuſe what 
would greatly make for it, could they ſatisfic themſelves | 
that it was lawful for them ſo to do, They arc indeed | 


tar 


ler- | 
ving God otherwiſe, and by this Method they moſt truly © 
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far from judging thoſe that ſee not with their Eyes; but 
it will not. ſatishe them, that the Dr. and others think, 
that there is nothing requir'd that is ſinful, in order to 
their being fixed Members of the Church of England, 
Thoſe that think ſo, are more free to Conform, whilft 
thoſe that think otherwiſe act, but as becomes Chriftians 
in being as they are Diſenters: The fear of ſinning a- 
gainſt God, ought to over-ballance all other Motives, 
and ſhould they fix themſelves in the National Church, 
whilſt they apprehend that any of the impoſed Terms 
thereof are unlawful, they would be guilty of the groſſeſt 
Hypocriſie; and their ſo doing would be an acceptable 
Service, neither to God, nor good Men. The Dr. ſays, 
it will not take up much Time to prove, that there is 
nothing ſinful requir'd of us, in order to our being of 
the National Church; and it will not take up much Pa- 
per to make a Reply to what He ſays. The-.Definition 
He gives of Sin, is moſt True and Authenticke It is a 
Tran greſſion of the Law; but then it muſt be remem- 
bred, that this Divine Holy Law of God, of which Sin is 
the Tranſgreſſion, is every way perfect and compleat. It 
is a perfeti Rule of Life, and a perlect Rule for Religi- 
on, and the Worſhip of God ; and conſequently there is 
nothing more requiſite to the acceptable worſhipping of 
God, than what is tbereby requir'd: The Scriptures 
which contain a full Declaration and Explication of the 
Divine Law and Will muft be our only Rule and Guide, 


how to worſhip and ſerve him, and to introduce any 


thing into the Worſhip of God, that is not warranted 
thereby is as ( we think) to arraign the Scriptures of 
God as imperfect; and if the Dr. will prove, that the 
Word of God does warrant the introducing of ſuch Rites, 
Ceremonies and Obſervances into. the Worſhip of God, 
as are ſcrupled by the Diſſentersz they then will be juſtly 


| blam'd, if they do not fling away their ſcruples; but till 


that is prov'd, we can't think otherwiſe, than that all is 
not lawful for Us to do and practice which ſome Men call 
ſo. 'Tis a pitiful Evaſion to ſay, That neither the Croſs, 
nor Bowing towards the Altar, nor at the Name of je- 


ſus, nor any other thing relating to Communion in the 


Church 


* 
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Church, is any where forbidden in Scripture. What then? 


Will the Dr. perſwade us, that we muſt ſubmit to all 
Humane Additions to the inſtituted Worſhip of God, that 
are not expreſly forbidden? If ſo, the Worſhip of God un- 
der the Goſpel, may be as much clog'd with Ceremonies, 
as it was under the Law; and if this be an Argument tor 
the lawfulneſs of the Ceremonies of the E/tablijh'd Church, 
it will be allo for thoſe of the Romiſh, May not a Papi 
argue thus for moſt of the Fopperies that prevail a+ 
mong them? May He not ſay; where do you find that 
Chriſm, Holy Water, Reliques, Crucifixes, and the like, 
are forbidden in Scripture ? It-the Argument be good on 
one ſide, it is on the other; if it will juſtifie bowing to 
the Altar, and the uſe of the Croſs in Baptiſm, it will ju- 
ftiſie their Ceremonies; and for my Part I muſt own, 
L ice no more evil in Chriſm. Holy Water, Cc. than in 
bowing towards the Altar, and the uſe of the ſignificant 
Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm ; and as both are Humane 
Rites and Ceremonies, fo there is the ſame Reaſon, why 
the one ſhould be caft off as the other: For if we will 
take the Word of God to be a juſt and exact Rule, we 
muft ftrictly keep to it. God by his Prophet greatly 
blames and reproves the Fews, for ſetting up ſuch a Form 
of Worſhip as He never commanded, Fer. 7. 31. And 
ſurely what was diſpleaſing to him then, will not be ac: 
ceptable to him no. : 

"The - Fourth Thing the Dr. undertakes to clear and 
manifeſt, is the weakneſs of thoſe Objections made ule of 
by the Oi nter to vindicate their Seperation, and if he 
may be allow'd to form Objections for them; it is not to be 
queſtion'd, but they will be weak and filly enough. And 
do challange him to produce any Author or Authors, that 
have wrote in the Detence of Nonconformity, who have 
made Uſe of theſe Objections as their chief Pleas to juſti- 
fie 4 Separation from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. Had be 
read Mr. 53:xter's Plea, and his Engliſh Non conformity 
ſtated and argued; or Dr. Rules Rational Defence of Non- 
conformity, or Mr. Calamys Abridgment of Mr. Baxter 
Life and his Defence of Noderate Nonconformity, he 
would have found the Piſſnters juſtity'd the ae 
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other ſort of Objections. But it looks as if he was re- 
ſolv'd at all Adventures to run down the Dif-nters, with- 
out ſtaying to acquaint himſelf better wich them and 
their Principles, than what he could learn from common 
Report and Converſation ; that he ſhould publiſh theſe 
Objections of his as the Principal Pleas of the Diſſenrers, 
wnen not one that he mencions includes any of the impo- 
ſed Terms they Scruple : This is indeed a ready way to 
render them contemptible, and to inſult and triumph over 
them. And ſince the Dr. will not give himſelt the Trou- 
ble to inform himlelf better from their Writings, I (hall 
here give a general Account of their Objections, and of the 
things ſcrupled by them which keep them from falling in 
with the National Eftabliſhment;and they may be reduc'd 
to theſe two Heads, 7 
ird ahd impos'd on Mini- 
ſters in order to qualifie them, to exerciſe their Miniſtry 


in the E.abliſb'd Cburcb, and with Reference hereunto the 


Difſenting Miniſters principally Scruple, 

(1.) Rxord ination and thereby a Renunciation of their 
Ordination by Senivr Paſtors or Presbyters,as null and in- 
valid. | 

(2.) The Oath of Canonical Obedience, that Oath they 
apprehend obliges them to do many things, which are in- 


conſiſtent with their Duty as Miniſters ot Chriſt, they 


think they can't be true to the Canons of the Chucch,and 
faithful to their Lord and Redeemer, | 8 
G.) They can't as they muſt before they are allow'd 
to exerciſe their, Miniftry, ſubſcribe Ex Animo that the 
Book of Comm: n Praycr, and ot Oxdaining, of Biſhops, 
Priefts, and Deacons, containeth nothing contrary: to the 
Word of God; and tht it may be lawfully us'd, and that 
they. will ule che Forms in the ſaid Books preſcrib'd in 
publick Pray ers, and aua miniſtration of the Sacraments and 


no other: Neither can they iolemuly declare, as they muft 


as ſoon as they are polſeſs d of a cure in the Church their 


Unfeign d aſſent and « onlent to all, and every thing con- 


tain'« in the Bock ot Common Lrayer, for they ate ſo far 
from thinking that Book faultleſs, that there ate many 


. things in it they ought not to ſubſcribe to. ' 


(2.) There 
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(2.) There are thoſe things equir'd of the Laity in or⸗ 


der to their conſtant and compleat Communion with the 
Eftabtiſh'd Church, the lawfulneſs of which the Diſſenters 
ſcruple; upon that Account they think as Chriſtians they 
are oblig'd to ſeek the Ordinances of God, and to join 
themſelyes molt Ratedly with other Chriſtian Aﬀemblics ; 
"where nothing of this Nature is impos'd upon them, and 
the Principal Obſettions of the Laz-Diſſemers are theſe, 
(I.) Is, they think it is a very great hardſhip and grie- 
vous Impoſition upon them, that their Children muſt be 


deny'd Haptiſm; ünleſs they will procure God-fathers and 


God-mothers for them, and ſubmit to have them tign'd 
with the ſign of the Crofs,which they look upon as unlaw- 
ful Humane Additions to Chriſt's Ordinances. 

(2.) They muſt be excluded from the Lord's-<upper, 
unleſs they will conſent to take it kneeling, the Lawfulneſs 
of which Geſture in the Reception of that Ordinante is 
dy many greatly ſcrupl'd, they conceive that Gefture has 
been abus'd, to countenance the groſſeſt Idolatry; and 
ſince a Table geſture was us d by our Lord in the firſt In- 
fricution, and for any thing appears to the contrary by 
the Church for ſome Ages after, they judge it unwarranta- 
ble in Us to deviate ſo far from the praftice of Chriſt, 
his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, as to introduce 
2 Geſture in that Ordinance directiy oppofite to what 
was made uſe of by them; and alſo ane that upon the 
ſcore of its having been 0 notoriouſly abus d js liable to 
great Exception. „ 

(3-) They can't look upon it otherwiſe, than a very 
grievous Impoſition upon them, that they are depriv'd of 
having any thing to do in the Choice of a Paſtor for their 
Souls, but ſubmit to him that is preſented by the Patron, 
ho unfit ſoever he be; whereby they think they ate de- 
ny'd the Exerciſe of that Care and Concern, that as Chri- 
ſrians it is their ring to exert both for the Salvation of 
their own, and the Souls of their Children and ervants; 
in that they muſt chooſe no better ſpititual Guides for 
themſelves, nor direct them to chooſe better than the 
Patron does, and they can't but with a Pet deal of Con- 
cern take notice, that the Generality ol Patrons care not 
what ſort of Perions they preſent; (40 The 
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(4.) The want of Pariſh Diſcipline, is another grie- 
yance they moſt juſtly complain of: This was what the 
Old Puritans long groan'd under, and is a Deficiency 
own'd and acknowledg'd by the Church in Her Liturgy, 
and yet there are no ſteps taken towards a redreſs, the Pa- 
riſh Minifter has no Power to exclude from the moſt ſa- 
cred Rites of our Religion, the openly profane and vitis 
ous and the laity are forc d to joyn in Communion with 


them as fellow Brethren and Chriſtians; tho the Word of 


God Commands, that they ſhould have. no Fellowſhip with 
them, but ſhun and avoid them; and fince they are 

| We reſtrain'd from the Performance of this their Duty, they 
think they ought to manifeſt their open diſlike to ſo great 

a Corruption, by joining themſelves to other Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, where there is more of Goſpel Order and Diſ- 
cipline practicd. For it is in their Opinion intollerable, 
a that Chriſtians who religiouſly ſcruple a Humane Cere- 
3 
1 


mony ſhall be excluded from God's Ordinances, when 


thaſe that offer open Defiance to the Laws and Authori- 

_ (8 of God ſhall be admitted. Theſe are fome of the chief 
„ ObjeRions of the Difemers, and I ihall leave it to others 
4 = to judge with what injuſtice and unfairneſs the Dr. has 
4 7 repreſented them; and how unfit he is to repreſent thoſe 
to the World, whoſe Principles he no better underſtands. 
Ilt muſt be own'd, that ſome of thoſe particulars which he 
calls the Objections of the Diſſenters are Allegations, made 


ections, and how juſtifiable it is in them not to ſubmit to 
what they apprehend are both unlawful and unreaſonable 
Impofitions. I ſhall therefore conſider thoſe of them that 
are deſerving of our notice and regard, as carrying aRe- 
terence to the things ſcrupled by the Diſfenters, 

And the (1.) ObjeQtion is taken from, Mat 15. 9. In 
rain they do worſbip me, teaching for Doflrines the Command- 
nens of Men, This is an Argument the Diſenters make 

nſe of againſt the introducing and impoſing unſcriptutal 
Humane Ceremonies in the Worſhip of God: They ap- 
prehend it is to do the ſame thing that our Saviour here 


Fews, 


uſe of by them to evince the reaſonableneſs of their Ob- 


blames the Scribes and Phariſees ior. doing. The great. 
God had by expreſs Command oblig d the Church of the 
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Fews, to the ſtrict obſervances of abundance of Rites and 
Ceremonies, many of which were tor their Purification 
from Ceremonial Uacleanne(s, for according to that Law 
they might many ways become Unclean, and they were 


to be purified by ſuch Rites and Cblervances as were pre. 


ſcrib d by the Law. But the Scribes and Phariſees being 
not content with the Preſcriptions of Law iu this caſe, they 
zealouſly obſerv'd themſelves and rigidly impos'd upon 
others, ſeveral Rites and Ceremonics for which they had 
no better Authbtity than the Cuſtomes and Traditions of 
the Elders : Such as the waſhing ot themſelves betore they 
did eat ( ſuppoling that they always contracted Qnclean: 
nels by their being and converting abroad ) and the waih- 
ing of Cups and Pots, Cc. For contrary to the (enſe of the 


Law, they tho't that every touch of an Unclean thing de. 


- © fildwhatſcever was touch'd by it, Where. 
* Furfeus as as the Learn'd * Furieu obſerves, the 


Crincal Hiſt. Law only requir'd a Purification from tuch Þ 


Vol. 1. p. uncleanneſs in this kind a» was voluntary, 
352. and carry'd in it a diſreſpect and diſte. 

| gard to the Law. And our Saviour for 
their introducing and zealouſly preſſing a Conformity to 
theſe Rites over and above what the Law regquir'd, great- 
ly blames them and charges it upon them that by thus ad- 


ding to the Divine Inſtitutions, they lay dafide the Com | 


mandments of God and held the Traditions of Men, 
Mark 7. 8, 9. And was it a Sin in them to bring into the 
Worſhip of Go uncommanded Rites and Ceromonics | 
And why is it not lo in Chriſtians ? Is God leſs tender | 
of the Purity of his Worſhip ? Is he leſs Jealous of hs 
own Honour? Is he (can we think }-lefs concern'd to 


have every thing in his Worſhip according to his word 
under the Goſpel,'than he was under the Law? Thc 


Dr. by way of Reply to this Argument, urges: two ; 


things, (1-2 Thar ow Saviour only ſpeaks againſt juch 114 


ditions and Commandments of Men, as dit tranſgreſi th 


Law of God. Int where does he read that the Law for- 


did the waſhing before Meat and of Cups, Ce? If they 
were not exprelly. prohihited. according to him, they 
might lawfully be vs'd.» They were indeed againſt the 
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Law of God, in that they were Additions te the Divine 
won Inſtitutions, they were meer Humane Addizaments to the 
a Worſhip of God, and are not our Ceremonies of the ſame 
cre Nature? Is not the Croſs in Baptiſm, and bowing to the 
re. Aar, &c. in this Senſe as much a Tranſgreſſion of the 
ang Law, as theſe Things were. 


hey The Second Thing He urges is, Thar our Saviour re# 
ay bukes the Jews, * they made their Traditions to be of 


nad ual Obligation and Neceſſity with the Commands of God, but 
* the Rules of our Church are not accounted ſo; For the Com- 
hey Y mands of God are unalterable, whereas the Rules of ous 
_— Church are allow'd to be changeable by our Church Rulers. 


| To this I Anſwer, 
che BY (.) That it was not the Efteem and Value, that they 
put upon theſe Ceremonies, that our Saviour only con- 
die demns, but alſo their very Practice of them. He blam'd 
them for their very obſerving of them. As is plain from 
ion Mark 7. There we read of a Controverſie between the 
a), 8 Diſciples of our Lord and the Phariſees about theſe Cere- 
' 1 monial Obſervances, the Diſciples eat Bread, as it is in 
for che 2d verſ. with unwaſhen Hands; and for this their 
Y 0 FE Nonconformity to the Superſtition of the Fews, they were 
cat WF blam'd by the Phariſees ; but our Saviour juſtifies His Diſ- 
ciples in their diſregard to theſe ſuperlegal Waſhings, and 
recriminates upon the Phariſees, laies the blame at their 
t, that they obſerv d ſuch uncommanded Ceremo- 
nies, ver. 6, 7, 8 
(24) It is itrational to think, that the Phariſces judg d 
theſe Ceremonies for which they pleaded no better Au- 
Z thority then the Tradition of Men, ſhould be like the 
= Divine Mora! Law of God unalterable, for as Men ap- 
| pointed them, ſo they could not doubt, but they might 
annull and abrogare them. | 


— 
— 
D 

ge 


(3-) According to the Drs. Notion and Senſe, it is 
| lawfal to allow and practice any Additions that may bes 
made to the /nſtirutred Worſbip of God, provided we do 
nat think them to be of equal Obligation to the Law of 
God; and therefore, if not only all the KRomiſh Ceremonies, 
but all the Rites that prevail'd in the Pagan Work be 
drouglu into the Chriſtian Worſbip, whilt we do not look 
F 


upon 
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upon them to be equally obligatory with the Commands of 
Gad, there is no evil in regarding and obſerving them. 
(4+) If the Reaſon, why our Saviour condemns theſe 
Phariſaicai Unſcriptural. Obſervances was as He ſuggeſts, 
that they made them of equal Obligation with the Law 
of God, Men of the Drs. Flights will be hard put to 
it to juſtiic our Ceremonies, ſince they make them eye- 
ry jot as neceſſary as the great and fundamental Laws of 
the Goſpel: Faith and Repentance in their Account, with. 


out theſe Things will avail nothing. None are good 


Chriſtians with them, that will not comply with theſe 
their Humane Rites, by them they ſhall be excluded, not 
only from the National, but allo the Catholick Church, 
and even Heaven it ſelf; ut none were to enter therein, 
but thoſe they would admit. 3 

The Second Objettion is from Col 2. ver. 23. And 
the Diſenters do from that Text, likewiſe argue againſt 
the impoſed Ceremonies of the Eſtabliſßid Church, ſince 
they are unneceffary . Humane Additions to Chriſt's Ordi. 
nances and the Worſhip of God, which have no better Au- 
thprity to warrant them, then the il and Pleaſure of Men; 
and as ſuch juſtty' comes under the Notion of Willworſhip,” 
whith is there forbidden by the AH pottle, This Argument 
pa Pr. turns off moſt admirably.” This Wilk worſhip 
He tells us) which is bere forblilen, was the Worſhip that 
was paid by Ancient Hereticks to Angels; if iber fore all 
the Worſhip that is expreſs'd by our Ceremonies, be dire#ed 
only and immediately 10 God the proper Object of our Worſbi, Þ 
They there can be no hurt in them,” tho" rhey are voluntary, | 
This is his Divinity, and it is ſuch, as one would-think | 
conld ſcarce come from one that Stiles himſelf a Proceſtan: t- 


According to this Notion, there can be no Evi! in Hu. 


mane Additiins"and Inſtitutions in the Worſhip of God, provi- Þ 
ed they do not run upon /dolarry : Men may turn the Ver. 
tp of God upſide down, and make it quite another thing, 
what the Divine. Word requirex They may form new | 
Ainance i, new Sacraments, make whit they pleaſe” to be 
the Seals of the Covemar, for whilft theſe Inventions of | 


theirs are direfed qnty. and immediatety to Cod the pro. 
per 0oje of # jp, there is no. Hurt in them. This 
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is too groſs one would think to need a Refutation, as 
| it is moſt directly contrary to the Scope and Senſe of the: 
Apoſtle, for in the preceding Verſes che Apoſtle not on- 
ly forbids the Wor ſhipping of Angels, hut the obſerving of 
Humane Ordinances and Ceremonies, ver. 20; 21. Both 
: which He calls 1ill-worſhip, that is as the great Biſhop 
| of Davenant explains it, ſuch Worſhip as is not commanded 
th. and preſcrib'd of God, but offer'd to him by the Will 
0d and Choice of Men; and therefore He ſhews, that this 
8 EON οοỹeLi, denotes both the paying of Divine Wore 
not IF ſhip to lome Creature, which Men make choice of to 

adore, and allo the worſhipping of the True God; not in 

that manner, nor with thoſe Works that He has pre- 
{crib'd to conſtitute and compoſe his Worſhip : So that the 
introducing of any thing into the Worſhip of God, that has 
| not a Divine Command to warrant it, is according to him 
Will-worſhip. He that can believe and think, that there 
is no Wil-worſhip,' ſuch as is offenſive and diſpleaſing to a 
Holy God, becauſe not of his own Appointment, - but 
what is directed not to God, but ſome other Object; 
muſt fit looſe to Religion, and be readily diſposd to em- 
brace any that does not (in His Apprehention ) enjoyn 
manifeſt 1dolatryz ean turn and change without offering 
any Violence to His Conſcience, and be of any Perſwaſion 
that is for his Secular Intereſt and Advantage; ay, but 
the Dr. will tell us, that there is no manner of danger 
of the Laity's being guilty of Will-worſhip ( were it a Sin} 
by complying with the Rule of the Church, becauſe they 
do only what is command by their Rulers, and that out 
of bounden Duty to them, and not of their own Will and 
Choice. What a charming Vertue and a "transforming 
Influence, has Obedience to Spiritual Rulers in the Opt- 
nion of this Gentleman! It will quite alter the Intrin- 
ſick, Nature and Property of Moral Actions. Before we 
were told that it would make an Error to become no 
Error, and here that *rwill make Sin to become no Sin: 
What is ſo by the Divine Law, as ill. warſhip is; will be 
none if done in Obedience to them, If this be true, the 
People of the Fews that follow'd the Conduct, and ſub- 
mitted to the Guidance of the Priefts (et up by Rehobo- 
F 2 am, 


68 Dr. Wells Leiter to 4 
am, were no way culpable, were guilty of no Sin or 
Fault in Sacrificing upon the High Places. 

Or thoſe that in the Reign of Aba offer'd their Obla- 
tions on a ſtrange Altar, after the manner of the A0. 
/rians; ſince what they did was in Obedience to VUrjab 
the Prieſt, who commanded i, 2 Kings 16. And will O. 
bedience to Spiritual Rulers take away the Guilt of Wit: 
worſhip ? Why not of Idolatry? If it will excuſe the 
| breach of Gods Law in one Inftance, why not in the o- 
ther? And then we may ſafely turn Papiſts, when ever | 1 
our Spiritual Guides are diſpos'd to eſpouſe that Religi- | Fi 
gion. Tho' I muſt confeſs, I'm greatly at a lofs to re- 
concile this Paſſage of the Drs. with what immediately H 
goes before; for there He ſays, it is plain from Scripture, de 
rhas the more voluntary the Worſpip of God is, the more ac- 
ceprable to God it is, And here that there is no Sin in that 
Worſhip, which is not of our own Will and Choice. ? 


What will ſuch conrradifory Worſhip, as voluntary and In- lo 
voluntary be both acceptable to God? Is He pleaſed beft th 
with that Homage that is moſt voluntary, and will He | 
accept that, our Hearts and Wills do not conſent to? In- 7 
voluntary Worſhip is Hypocriſie, and is that no Sin in] 1 
the Drs. Account; or can he think, that it will be well. 0 
pleaſing to that God, who loveth Truth and Righteouſ. P. 
ne? Or will it excuſe the guilt of Hypocriſie, that we } | 5 
difembl'd with God out of Complaiſance and Obedience 
to Spiritual Rulers? With ſo much Zeal doth the Dr. : 1 
abet the Dominion of the Clergy over the Faith and Con a 
; ciences of the Laity ; that He will not allow, that it be. : 5 


longs to them to chooſe their own Religion; they mult Þ 
fubmit to the choice their Ghoſtly Fathers make for f 
them, and ſhould they make ſuch an ill Choice, as to ſet upa Þ 


| | Worſhip God never commanded ; it can be no Sin in 2 
4 them to practice it, becauſe they do it out of bounden Du- 1 
' ty to their Spiritual Guides, and not of their own WII i 


if and Choice. . | 
| The Third Odjection, viz. That Forms of Prayer þ A 
| quench the Spirit, and they can't approve of them: Is 2 |F *: 
"manifeſt Calumny on the Diſſenters, it charges them 


with what is contrary to their Principles and' "EE P 
9: 


1 


Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 6g 


For they are ſo far from thinking, that a Form of Pray- 


er is abſolutely unlawful, and that ir neceſfarily quenches 
the Spirit, that they own the lawfulneſs thereof, and e- 
ven preſs thoſe to the uſe of a Form that have not Skill 
and Ability without ſuch a help, in a congruous befitting 
manner to diſcharge that Duty; and 'tis well known, 
that in many of the practical Writings of the Nonconſor- 
miſts, there are forms of Prayer compos d for the Benefit 


ot Children, and thoſe Maſters of Families that can't tol- 


lerably perform that Duty, and keep un Religion in their 
Families without ſuch Aſhſtance, But this is all of a Piece 
with the beginning of his firſt Letter to Mr. in which 
He moſt unjuſtly charges the Diſſenting Miniſters with 
teaching, that it is unlawful to kneel at Prayer, and to 

ſe a Form, He might with as much Truth and Hone- 

y have accuſed them of teaching, that Prayer was not 
a Chriftians Duty, As for Kneeling at Prayers, they 
look upon it a very decent and fit Geſture, and as ſuch 


1 they recommend, and ordinarily obferve and praftice it 


when conveniently they can. In their Families they 
commonly kneel, and that they do not do ſo in their 
Publick Aſſemblies or Meetings is, becauſe the Concourſe 
of People renders it there highly inexpedient; there they 
practice ſtanding, which is a Poſture warranted by man 


8 Examples in Sacred Writ : And the Learned Grotius in 
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his Comment on Mats. 6. 5. ſays, that ftanding was the 
prevailing and moſt yſual Poſture amongſt the ws. 
And as to Forms of Prayer, wy neither wholly condemn 
them, nor do they judge it ſinful to joyn with thoſe 
that uſe them: But what they oppoſe in this Matter, is 
the impoſing and rigidly confining any, eſpeciaſly Mini- 
ſters to a Form, to the Obſtruction of the Gift of Pray- 
er: For they think that that Gift, viz. an Ability of 
aptly repreſenting to God our Wants, and our inward 
Holy Deſires in Prayer, is attainable by the Divine Blef- 
ling on diligent Study, Meditation, and frequent Exer- 
ciſe in that Duty; that it is a Gift Minifters ought to be 
furniſh'd with as well as that of Preaching, and that to 
tie them up without a Neceſſity to the uſe of a preſcrib'd 
Prayer, is a mof 0 Impoſition; And for 
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it, and thoſe that 


this Reaſon, it was, that the Miniſters in their Conference 


with the Biſhops at the Sar, tho' they propos'd a Re- 


form d Liturgy, as an Expedient to compoie our UVnbappy 
Differences; yet they were for allowing Minifters a LI. 
berty of varying therefrom upon emergent Occaſtons, and 
did ſtiffly oppoſe the rigid Impoſition of any, and frankly 
told thoſe that were for it; that they would be guilty 
of exerting an Authoricy Chriſt never intrufted them 
with, and Mr. Baxter iu particular with his uſual Free- 
dom and Plainneſs, challeng'd all the Commiſſioners on 
the other ſide to prove from Antiquity, that ever any 
Prince did impoſe one Form of Prayer on all the Churches 
in His Dominions, or upon any one Province or Coun. 
try under Him, or that any Council, Symod, Parrizr'h or 
Metropoliian did impoſe one Liturgy on all the Bithops 
and Clergy under them, Tihele were then their Senti. 
ments, and agrecably hereunto we think, that the con- 
fining of Miniſters to a tet preſcribed Form is a great 
Corruption in the Church, it has thoſe Evils and Incon- 
veniences uſually attending, of it, that we ſhould not ap- 
rove of: It tends to encourage Lazineſs in the Mini. 
ers, and Formality in the People, as alſo to deprive 
the Church of the Benefit of thoſe Gifts with which 
Chriſt has furniſh'd his Miniſters. In ſhort therefore, 
the Senſe of the Diſſenters concerning this Matter is 
Forms of Prayer are lawful, and that thoſe ought and 
may. make uſe thereo! that can't Pray without them, but 
that conceiv.d Prayer or the Gift thereof is abundantly 
referable, and as. it is a Gift that js attainable, ſo all 
'hriftians eſpecially Minifters ſhould be furnifh'd with 
h * it ſhould make uſe of it 1 And 

upon this ſcore they look upon it as very unwarrantable, 
to preſcribe. and tie up Miniſters in their Publ:ch Admi- 
niſtr ations, to certain prefixed Forms of Mens deviling, 


From this Ac.gunt the Reader may, paſs a judgment, 


what little Credit is due to this Gentlemans Repreſenta- 


5 of the Z:J:nters, and that what He wtices on this 


cad, both in this and his other Letter, ie is only con 


Fug with His own *haduw, a9 fuxrioufly affaulting the 


magiuation of his'Luxuriant Praun: He ſets up a 2 oat 
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Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 71 
ſtical Adverſary, and then as Phantaftically beats him down! 
Glories and Triumphs over him: For What does thi 
Learned Gentleman ſpend all his Oyt and Labour about ? 
Is it not to prove the lawfulneſs of a F of Prayer, 
and that a Perſon in the Uſe thereof may have the A- 
ſtance of the Spirit going along with Him? Which with⸗ 
out any Proof of His, the Body of the Diſſters will own, 
and if it will not give too great an allay to his imagina- 
ry Victory, and ſpoil the Harmony of his 0 Triumphe: 
I will further acquaint him, that they uſe Forms, = 
teach them to their Children, and in their Publick A 
miniftrations there are ſome which they conſtantly ob- 
ſerve 7 they ſtrictly keep to the Words of luſtiurion in 
the Alminiſtration of hoth Sacraments, and they general- 
* miſs the Congregation with the Apoſtoliek Benediction, 

e Grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, &c. and many of 
them uſe the Lord's Prayer, as they may any other Scrip- 
„ eee 6757 ON" HE; — 

It muſt be confeſs d, that they do not chink with the 
Dr. that our Lord intended that Prayer ds 2 conſtant 
Form that muſt be us d, when evet we pray to G21 z for if 
ſo, it muſt be a ſinful Omiſſion to pray any Time without 
it; and therefore without Sin, we could not omit o make 
it a part of our Secret, and Mental, our Private and Eja- 
tulatory Prayers; aud alſo of our begging a Bleſſing on 
the Food we eat, which it is well 5 is far front be 
ing the Practice of thoſe, that are the mb zealous Cons 


tenders for this Notion; and fince they tortrary to their 


own avowed Belief of the Senſe of our Saviour, can ſoms- 
times pray with it, and ſometimes without it; "Tis but 
highly reaſonable, the Hiſſenters ſhould be allow'd to ac 
agreeable to their Senſe (who lodk upon it Chiefly 28 
Directory for Prayer) by either uſing or omitting of it, 
as they judge it convenient. The Dr. cells the World, 
that it is owing to their Tgnorance and Unskiffulneß in 
the Greel Tongue, that the Diſſenting Miniſters alledge, 
Mat. 6. 9. After this Manner pray ye, as an Argument, 
that the Lord's Prayer was principally intended and de- 
ſign'd by our Saviour, to be a Pattern ot Diretlory for 
Prayer For ( ſays He n Tranſtation is not ex, it 

* F 4 ſhould 
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12 Dr. Wells's Letter to 4 
ſhowd properly be rendred ſo, or thus, By which rude Re- 
fiegion He manifeſts, that the Nonconformiſts have no 
eater a ſhare in His Civility, than they have in His 
Eharicy. With him they muſt paſs and be characteriz d 
for a pack of ignorant illiterate Fellows, that want the 
Learning of ordinary School-boys : He will not allow, 
that any one amongſt them has skill enough in the Greeb 
Tongue, aptly to tranſlate the little Particle de Non- 
conformity in the Opinion of this Gentleman, has a ſtrange 


ſtupifying Influence on Mens Intelle&uals, -a Man can't 


be a Diſſenter from the Eſiabliſh'd Church, without being 
doom'd to drink of Leite, and in an Inſtant to forget 
all the Learning He was Maſter of by a Liberal and Aca- 
demick Education: But it may be, ſome Conſolation to 
the Poor deſpiſed Nonconſormiſts, that if for their adhe- 
ring to the Senſe of our Tranſlators, they are condema'd 
for an Illiterate Mob, they will ſuffer in very good and 
learned Company, For as Dr. Littleton, and ſome of 


the greateſt Maſters of the Latin Tongue do own, that Þ 


Sic or Ita frequently denotes likewile, or in like faſhion; 
lo Scapuls, and ſome of the beſt Lexic raphers do ac- 


knowledge, that the Greek Particle duws, does often fig. | 


nifie ad bunc Madum, or after this Manner; and it is © 
vious to every one that converſes much with His Gert 


Teſtament, that it is in ſeveral Places uſed in this Senſe. ; 
us the 1 Cor. 7. 7. Every Man bas bis proper Gif: of 


God one after this Manner, anoiber after that, 3s u r los, 


56 3 80%; and in 1 Per. 3. 5. After this Manner the Holy ? 


Women that truſted in God adorn'd themſelves, uro yay v 


T4, &c. And in At 1. 11. Gurus & ov Türe are Synoni- | 


mous. I ſhall no longer attend the Dr. in what he advan- 
ces under this Head, for whether bis Notions be true or 
falſe, the cauſe of rhe Diſſenters is not injur d: And ſhall 


only add, that if he will write againſt the Difſenrers on this 


Subject to any þ — Lam He muft prove, that Chr;ſt bas 

intruſted any 

Impoting Forms of Prayer en Minifters, and thereby to ob- 
rutt their Exerciſing of their own Gifts in the Almiui- 

ſtration of Goſpel Ordinances, And whereas he has aſſerted, 

that it is the Opinion of the Difſenters ( it being "_ 
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their Miniſters, or as he is pleas'd to Stile them their 
Teachers ( becanſe his Squeamiſh Conſcience will nat allow 
him to give them any other Title ) teach them ) that all 
Forms ot Prayer are unlawful ; till he has prov'd that, this is 
their receiv'd Opinion and Doctrine ( which I'm ſure he ne- 


ver can) thoſe that know them their Principles and Pra- 


Aices will believe, that in ſuch a Notorious Miſrepreſenta- 
tion of them he is guilty of a Breach of the Ninth C 
mandment, for which he ought to ask the Pardon of G 
and Man, 
The Obſervation of the Holy Days of the Church which 
the Dr. makes the Fourth Objection, tho' it is what the 
Diſſenters ſcruple, yet becauſe the Eſtabliſp d Church does 
not ſo rigidly impole this matter, as to make it necefſary 
o Communion in it, it is not urg'd by the Diſſenters as a 
Plea for their Seperation. They are not ſo far ſatisfied of 
the Lawſulneſs of ſuch Holy Days, as to think it their du- 
ty to obſerve them, but whilſt they are for uſing their 


dan Liberty, they are far from judging or raſhly cenſu- 


ring thoſe that do otherwiſe. However ſince the Dr. is 
pleas'd to take notice of it, as one of thole things the 
Diſſenters do not think fit to conform to; I ſhall imparti- 
ally repreſent their Sence and Tho'ts, and then confidex 
what the Dr. ſays 
(i.) They think that as God is the abſolute Lord and 
Governour of the World, by whoſe Providence all Events 
are determin d, and that he is the Autbor of all the Good 
we enjoy, and of the Evil of Suffering or Puniſhment we 
are made to bear, the one flowing from his free and exu- 
berant Goodneſs and the other from his ſtridt Fuſtice and 
Holineſs, which obliges him to puniſh Sin? So it is the 
Duty of Cbriſians to own the Ab-diſpoſmg Providence of 
God, by ſolemnly adoring him for His Mercies, and alſo by 
Prayer, Faſt ing and Humiliation, deprecating the evils they 
either {ec} or have Reaſon to apprehend, a Holy God is a- 
bout to ibi ing upon them for their Sins; and this the 


ſhould do not only on a Perſonal but a National — | 


That is, when God has been very propitious and favou- 
fable, has hcap'd bis Bleſſings on the Natior or Kingdom 
of which tl ey are Members, they ſhould Thankfully own 
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and Bleſs him for his Benefits; and on the other Hand, 


4 


when bis Fudgments are either actually executed, or their 
is Reaſon to apprehend they are impendent, they ſhould 
by Faſting and Prayer deprecate his deſerved Wrath, and 
Days appointed for ſuch Ends and Purpoſes by the Civil 
Government may and ought to be obſery'd + ſuch Ixſtitit ion 
obliging them to nothing but what was antecedently their 
Duty, and the Obſe vation of ſuch days is wartanced by 
the Praſtice of the Chnreb of God in all Apts. 

But (2.) It Men will pervert the end of ſuch Appoint- 


ments, and under the pretence of keeping up Days of 


Humiliation, and the et; make uſe of them as an En- 
gine to foment Animo ies, and ſupport Parties, and un. 

ly to Revile and Reproach others that are not acted 
with their Unhallow'd Zeal, and are not as great Bigotts 
to Slavery and "Tyranny as they themſeltes are, or at 
teaft pretend to be; they can ſee no Reaſon, why days 
obſerv'd to ſuch ill purpoſes ſhould be regarded, and it is 


for this Reaſon, the Prſſenrers ( at which the Dr. is migh: 
tily offended ) do decline the keeping the Thirty of F« | 
nuary, not but that they generally diſapprove of the Bar- 


barous and Cruel Treatment that Unhappy Prince met 
with; and it is well known, that ſome ot the Presbyteri. 


an Miniſters were great ſufferers under oliver: Vſurpation if 


for their eſpoufing the Intereſt of the Royal Family, and 
the Minifters in and about the City of London, both pro- 
teſted and petition'd againſt cutting of the King. What 
the Author of the Life of Vir. Philip Henry a Pious Learn- 
ed Nonconformiſt near Whitchurch in Shrop ſhire, ſays of 
him with reſpe@ to the Obſervation of the Anniverſ:r) 
Daz for the . Murder; was both the Sence and Practice 
i of many Noxconformiſts: He look'd upon cut- 
Mr. Hemy's ting off the King as a great Sin, and there. 
Life, p. 24. fore for ſome Years' after the Reſtoration 
M10 of King Charles the Second, he obſervd the 
Tearly Day of Humiliarion for it, deſiring that God would 
got lay the Guilt of Blood to the Charge of the Vatroy;: 
But afterwards nn to what purpoſe it was generally 
obſery'd and improv'd, even to the Reproach and Con- 
demning not only of the Innocent, but the excellent one: 
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Diſſent ing Pariſbioner conſidered, &c, 75 
in the Land; and noting that there is no precedent in Scrips 
ture for keepſng Annual Days of Humiliation for particu- 
lar Sins, eſpecially, after the immediate judgment is at 
an end, Zech, 8. 19. '#eb, 10. 2, 3. He took no further 
notice of it. | | 

(3:) They greatly queſtion the Lawfulnefs of Days ap- 
pointed for the ſame” uſe and end as the Lords-ddy,-and 
which like it ſhall be look d upon to be permanently and 
intrinſically Holy: For ſince God has appointed one Day 
in Seven to be Holy to Himſelf, and that under the Gos! 


ſpel, it is to be obſerv'd in Commemoration of the Glo- 


rious work of Redemption; they apprehend, that for 
Men to appoint fixed Days for the ſame purpoſe either 
Annual or otherwiſe; is to arraign the Divine Wiſdom and 
charge His Infticutions as inſuthcient and defeQive: For 
if ſuch Obſervances are needful, they muſt be ſo at all 
Times, and in all Ages of the Church, and conſequently. 
the great Legiſlator has not ſufficiently provided for his 
Church in what he himſelf has inſtituted. The Fourth 
Commandment being one of the Decalogue ſeems to be of 
ſo high a Nature, that Men may not preſume to make 
the like 3 and it does increaſe our. ſcruple in this Point; 
to obſerve that there ſeems to be by the Order of the 
Book of Common Prayer, as great, if not a greater ſacreds 
neſs put upon theſe Days which are of Humane Authorie 
ty, as upon the Lord's-day it ſelf, in that the proper Lei- 
ſon for the Lord's. day muſt be omitted if a Humane Feſti- 
va happens on that day, whereby it frequently comes to 
paſs, that ( ſince” the Leſſons appointed for Holy Days 
are taken out of the Apvcrypha ) the Apocrypba is preferr d 
to the Cannon of Seripture, and fince-there is in ſeveral 
Texts of the New * particularly thoſe taken no- 
tice of by the Dr. a plain Intimation, that under the 
Goſpel God would have thoſe Holy Feſtivals abrogated, 
which were of his own appointment under the Law; it is 
but rational to infer, that he would not have Days of the 
like nature introdvc'd into the Chriſtian Church. This 
being the ſenſe of the Diſſemrers, it might have been ex- 
pected the Dr. would have offred ſome proof, that Chrift 
has Authoriz'd Officers in His Church to appoint Holy 

| Days, 
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the Day from the Seventh to the Firſt Day of the Week, 
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Days, and to oblige Chriſtians to obſerve them: But out 


of his great Wiſdom and Prudence He waves that mat- 


ter; and inftead thereof to give the greater Grace tg 
Humane Feſtivals, he boldly ftrikes at the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Chriſtian Sabbaib, and en leavours (am at- 
tempt which carries in it an Air of great profaneneſs) 
to ſet the Lord's-day upon a levil with thoſe Holy Days, 
that have nothing better to recommend them, then che 
Cuſtoms and Commands of Men, and would have Us be- 
ltieve that becauſe, the Apoſtle, 64“. 4+ 10. and Col. 2. 
16, Difſwades Chriftjans from the Obſervation of Sab. 
barbs and Holy Days, &c. That thoſe Texts do as much 
forbid the regarding the Chriſtian, as any other Sabbath, 
and the Lord 5-Day, as any other Day. But where lies 
the Strength of this Argument? By the Drs. own Con- 
feffion theſe Texts do prohibit the Fewiſh Feſtivals or 
Sabbatbs in the Chriſtian Church, and is it not very ratio- 
nal to infer, that it ſeems not conſiſtant with the Infinite 
Wiſdom of God to prohibit the Obſervation of thoſe Ho- 
ty Days which He himſelf appointed under the Law, if 
he intended to inveſt Men with a Yower of ſetting up the 
like under the Goſpel ? And what if we part wich all the 
Obſervations that belong'd to the Ceremonial Law, and 
reject all of the like Nature that are not warranted by 
a Pivine Authority under the Goſpel ? Will it therefore 
follow, that we muſt caſt off a Religious regard to the 
Lord's. Day, which is made permanently and perpetually 
Holy by a Divine Command, and thereby loſe one Com- 
mand of the Decalogue ? For ſurely, the Lord's. Day was 
not one of the Fewiſh Sabbatbs, not is the Holy Obſer- 
vation thereof bujlt on the Command or Traditions of 
Men, but on the Moral unalterable Law of God ( for f 


think it ſhould be no offence to call the Fourth Com- 


mandment ſo, leaſt we ſhould be as hard put to it to 
make the Commandments ten, as the Papiſts are who 
diſown the Second as ſuch ) which makes it an Inftituti- 
on that is perpetually obligatory, that a Seventh Day 
or the Seventh part of our Time ſhould be con- 
fecrated and kept Holy to God, and the Alteration af 
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under the Chriftian Oeconomy is warranted by the 


At- Prattice of Chrift and his Apoſtles. But leaſt the for- 
iQ mer Allegation of the Drs. ſhould not ſufhciently wound 
10- the Morality of the Chriſtian Sabbath, he adds, Whereas 
at- there is no expreſs Command or Direſtion for keeping our Sab · 
6 baths to be found in Scripture, there is an expreſs Command 
155 br Direction to be found for keeping 4 Feaſt or Holy Day, 
the viz. 1 Cor. 53. 8. Therefore let Us keep the Feaſt, or as is 
be- may be render'd the Holy Day, Wonderful Diſcovery # 
2. Such feats will Criticiſm inable a Man to perform, that 
ab- } becauſe the Apolile repreſents the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
ach and their Enjoyment of God's Ordinances under the No- 
th, tion of a Feaſt ; therefore ſuch a Nice obſerving Critick, 
lies as Dr. Wells can moſt evidently diſcover therein aplain Di- 
on- vine Precept, for the keeping a Humane Feſtival or Holy 
or Day: And it may well enough be expected that as the 
to- Drs. Skill in Critical Learning will inable him te find out 
ute 4 Divine Command for the Obſervation of a Humane Ho- 
110. ly Day, ( for he will allow of none to be Divine ) ſo his 
„ il Knowledge in Antiquity will help him ( againſt the next 
the t Time, he obliges the World with another piece of High 
the c burch Divinity, ) to diſcover what Holy Day it was, which 
and muſt neceſſarily be a deſerving Piece of Service to the 
by Church, for it can't fail of effeQually reconciling the Scru- 
ure pulous Diſſemers to the Obſervation of the Reſt in the K- 
the lender; when they ſhall fee, that this Learned Author 
ally has found out one, that is recommended to them by a 
om · command in Scripture. And it may turn to the Bene» 
was fit of His Pariſh ; For whereas upon Lord's» Day, (which 
(er- he looks upon no more ſacred then the reſt of Humane 
$ of Holy Days.) He thinks it is enough to give them one 
rt ſhort Sermon in a Day; He can do no leſs certainly then 
om- diſtinguiſh this Day, which has ſuch a plain Scripture 
1 precept to warrant it from the Reſt, by adding one Ser- 
ho mon more, 
-uki- The 5th. Objection which is againſt Biſhops being.call'd 
Day Lord-Biſhops, becauſe the Apoſtle Peter exhorts Miniſters 
ron · not to Lord it over God's Heritage, 1 Pet. 5. 2. Is a 
1 Q: Fiction of his own, It muſt be ound, that the Dr. by 
155 the belp of his fruitful Invention bas greatly improv'd 
Ader the 


Diſſenting Periſbioner conſidered, &c. 77 
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the Obhjections of the Diſſcaters, in that he has form'd 
ſuch for them, as never entred into their Hearts to con- 
ceive. And the World muſt believe, that they are as 
great ſtrangers to the National Conſlitution, as the Dr. 


is to their Principles; if it can be impos d upon ſo far as 


to think, that they are Ignorant that the Title of Lord 
belongs to the Biſhops as Peets of the Realm: They lay 
claim thereunto not as a ſacred, but a Civil Right, 
and that they are allow'd by the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
this Kingdom, to enjoy the Dignity and Honour of Pee- 
rage is what the Diſſenters do not repine at, nor will they 
grudge to give them that reſpect and deference that up- 
on this ſcore is due to them; and they dv rejoice that Per- 
ons of ſo great worth and Merit do at preſent poſſe 
theſe Titles of Honour. But whilſt ſuch Stuff as this muſt 
paſs for one of the ſcruples of the. Diſſenters, they may 
juſtly complain, that Strangers would devour Us. | 
The Sixth Obje&ion does indeed refer to a meterial 
Controverſie between the E/tabliſh'd Church and the Dij- 
ſenters, viz. whether Biſhops and Presbyters be one and the 
ſame Office, or really and ſpecifically diſtinct; but this 
not belonging to Lay-Conformity, and the Dr. having more 
particularly diſcours'd on this Head in another Letter, it 
will not be neceſſary that I ihould dwell upon it here. 1 


ſhall only hint thus much to the Reader, that it is not all 


ſort of Epiſcopacy the Diſſenters ſcruple, Goſpel Biſhops 
they pleaded for, and at the Savoy Conference they offer d 
to ſubmit to Arch-Biſhop Uſber's Model of Primitive Epiſ- 
eopacy. But the preſent Dioceſan frame they are greatly 
diſſatisfy d with, as believing it contrary to Scripture, and 
deſtructive to the Paſtoral Office, and to that Government 
Chriſt would have Eftabliſh'd in his Church. The Dr. is 
pleas d to make us a favourable Conceſhon, which I hope 
he will not hereafter Revoke, namely, that it is not ne- 
ceſſary to Epiſcopacy, that a Biſhop ſhould have a Dioceſs 
deyond a ſingle Pariſh: This looks as tho' he was in 


a good Temper, and once in his Life kindly diſpos'd 


towards the Diſſenters: For if Parochial Epiſcopacy was 
Eftabliſh'd, that one Biſhop and one Altar went to- 


gether, they would be extreamly pleas'd, and there 
5 woul 


Diſſenting Pariſbioner conſidered, &c. 79 
would be few found that would diſſent upon that core. 


There are but two more Objeftions of the Drs, that. 
ate deſerving of our Notice and Regard, the firſt is his 


Ninth, which is that the Tolearation AR indulges the, . 


Diſſenters with the Liberty of ſerving God according, to 
their Conſcience» He is much out of Humour with what 
the Government has done in this Point, and his ill Re- 
ſentment he openly diſcovers! It would no doubt be 
highly grateful ta this Gentleman, to ſee the Doctrine ot 
1155 and 5achavere! embrac'd by thoſe that fit at the He 

that they would exclude the Diſſenters from their Pro- 
tection, and leave them to the Mercy of thoſe that think 
their former Severities too Mild and Gentle, and would 
make their little Fingers heavier then their Father's Loins, 
inhance their preſſures and Burdens, and inſtead of Whips, 
chaſtize them with Scorpions. But Bleſſed be God, we. 
are under a more Wiſe, Mild and Righteous Govern- 
ment, The Dr. ſays, the Act of Toleration cant make that 
0 be no Sin which God bas made Sinful. That is granted, 
nor can it make that a Duty which God has not made ſo, 
nor do the, Diſſenters plead, that it will any farther juſti- 
fie them, then with reſpe& to Humane Laws; for as 
thereby they are acquitted from Diſobedience to Humane 


Authority ſo they queſtion not, but the Divine Word and 


Law will acquit them from Diſobedience to God, in what 
they do and practice. He adds, A thing may be lawful in 
Reference to Humane Laws, and yer be very ſinful ; becauſe 
tho* pe ymitted by Humane Laws, get not permitted by the Laws 
of Cod; which laſt caſe, is exattly the Caſe of Seperation, 
which tho* permitted by the at of 1olleration, and on that. ac» 
count may be lawful, yet it is againſt the Law of God. What; 
a ſaucy Reflection is here upon the Government? With 


| what an inſolent Freedom and iberty does our Author in- 


dulge himſelf, of ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, and tradu- 
cing the Legiſlative: Authority of the Nation; becauſe it des 
fends the Diſſenters in Worſhipping God, according to 
what they apprehend to be their Duty, and will not ,ſuf- 
fer chem to be ruin d and deſtroy'd for their ſo doing! 
The Act of Liherty is characterizd as a very ſinful Wics 
ked thing, it s to enact, that Which the Word of God 

0 wa & . hs Ry 22 1 41 forbids, 
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of is, the 15th. ObjeRion, 


8 Dr. Wells“ Letter to 4 
forbids, and conſequently it is but juſt, that the Goverg-« 
ment ſhould be branded with the odious RefleRion, that 
it has Eſtabliſh'd Jniquity by Law. But here 1 would ask 
the Dr. g : ; . | 
(i.) What Law of God is it, that impowers Magiſtrates 
to puniſh Chriſtians for 1o7ſhipping and ſerving Gol, ac 
cording to their Conſciences regulated by the Word of God! 

(2.) Why ſhould it be any more a Sin in the Preſent Gu 
vernment, to give Liberty to Proteſtant Diſſinters, then it 
was in the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhops when proſecuted by. 
King Fames for not reading his Declaration, to promiſe 
a willing conſent to the ſame when Eftabliſh'd and Ra- 
rified by Ad of Parliament ? If the Diſſemers Liberty be 
tinful they can't be excus'd from the Guilt of an highly 
aggravated Sin in it, in the Time of their Diſtreſs they 
made ſuch a raſh and wicked Promiſe. 

(3.) Why ſhould it be any more a Sin in the Governmen, 
to grant che Freedom of Worſbipping God, according to 
their Conſciences to Proteſtams that are Natives of the 
Kingdom then to indulge Foreigners in this kind ? Have 
not the French, the Dutch, &c. been permitted to Hr. 
ſhip God in that way, and with thoſe Kites they have al- 
ways heen inur d unto? And to erect Places for the ſame 
Purpoſe in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom? And will the Dr, 

wade us, that it is a Wickedneſs in the Government, to 
be as kind to Natives as Foreigners in this Caſe ? But the 

Rigbe Henour able the Houſe of Lords have publickly ac- 
quitted the Legiſlature from this Rude and Saucy Reflection, 
as alſo the pier; from the Guilt of Sin in making uſe 
of the Tolleration, whoſe Authority may weil be tho't to 

be of greater weight, then that of this Fiery Zealor, 

The laſt Objection of the Drs. that 1 ſhall take notice 
herein he repreſents the Dij- 
ſenters as uſing this Plea, That tho they are not in Com. 
munion, yer they are in Charity with tboſe that belong to the 
National Church; and as an Evidence thereof, tbey do not 

now and then to come to their Publick Service, The 

Diener not only profeſs Charity to the Eſtabliſh'4, but 
allo to all the Churches in the 1/0714, that are built on 
Chriſt as their Foundation: They believe, that 1 

| ( 
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Church or Kingdom in the World is but one, and that as 
there is one Head, ſo there is one. Body; of which not 
only every Coriſtian, but alſo every Church or Keligtous 
Chriſtian Society, that holds to the Head, owns and Wor- 


ſhips the true God, and profeſſes to believe in Chrift; as the” 


oniy Redeemer and Saviour ſhould be accounted a Part or 
Member, They are ſo far from confining Nele or Chri. 
ſtianity, to Chriſtians of any Party or Denomination, that 
they think it is their Duty to maintain Communton with 
the Catbolick Church, by being acted with unfeigned Love 
an 1 Cbariiy to all the Parts and Members thereof; tho it 
is not their Duty to own the faults or Patronige the Cor- 
ruptions that are found in any : This is the mes upon 
which they build 0ccafional Conformity with the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church : They look upon her to be a part of Chriſt's Uni- 
ver ſal Church, and therefore they judge it becoming of 
them, as Cbriſtiint to manifeſt their Chacity towards her 
by occaſionally (as far as they can with a good Conſcience 
towards God] joining themſelves to her Communion, tho 

apprehend it unlawful to prefer Communion with ſo 
faulty a Church to a better, and by conftant Communios to 
abet her Corruptions, and thereby deny the Neceſſity of her 
further Reformation: And if there was an equal Charity on 
the other fide, and the Members of the Eſtabiiſb'd Chureb 
were as forward occaſionally to communicate with the 
Diſemers 7 I can't apprehend, that the Church would re- 
ceive any detriment, but that hereby the Intereſt of real 
Cbriſtianicy and the Proteſtant Religion would be greatly 
ſtrengthened: They moſt evidently play the Game of 
Hell and Rome, who put on Chriſtizas, whoſe difference is 
no wider then that of the Conformiſts, aud the Diſſenters, 


to Vichriſiian and Vncburch one another, and no more 


to communicate together, then they would with /dolaters 
or Heathens, This PraQtice of the Moderate Diſf-neers, 
tis well known has been highly offenũve to the Enemies 
of our common Peace. They have repre'ented it to the 
World in the blackeſt Character their Wit and Malice could 
form, and have ſought to impo'e the Belief of ſuch groſs 
Abſurdities and Conwadittions, as that thoſe amongſt the 
Diſſemers were the Churches 8 dangerous Enemies, 
5 who 
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who were acted with ſuch a charitable Frame towards her 
and that thoſe moſt deſerv'd the Protection of Church an 
State, ho affect the greateſt diſtance from her Communian, 
The Dr. ſays, this Oceafional Conformity of the Diſſenters 
renders them inexcuſable: That it ſhould do fo with men 
ot bis Bigottry and Fury, is not to be wondred at; but ag 
it is juſtifiable before God, in whoſe account Char iry is the 
Bond of Perfettneſs; ſo it will meet with other ſcntimenrs 
from Men of truly Chatkolich and Cbriſtian Spirits, The 
reaſon why he thinks ſo, his next words tell us. Becauſe 
by 'Occafional Conformity you plainly declare, that there is no- 
thing in our Publick Service but what you can join with us in 
if you will; and therefore your not doing it conſtantly can pro. 
ceed from no better 4 Motive than Wiiſulneſs or Obſtinacy, 
Such is his Ctarity, which is as good as his reaſoning on 
this Head: He argues, that if the Diſſ-prers at uny 1 ime 
join with the Efabliſh'd Church, it muſt be Humour and 
not Conſcience that.moves them not to do it conſtantly ; 
But this is ſuch an evident Fallacy, that their needs not 
much be ſaid to detett it. For is there not a manifett Dif. 
ference. between holding Communion with the Church in 
ſome things and every thing? | May not a Cbriſtian 
occationally join in the Common Service and Worſhip of the 
Church; becauſe he apprehends, that there is nothing 
thereby impos'd upon him, that he looks upon as unwar- 
rantable Additions to Chrifts Inſtitutions, and yet refule con- 
ſtant Communzon,: becauſe. he thinks he can't enjoy that, 
but upon Terms that are unlawtul ? Or may not a perſon 
for inſtance be ſatis fied of the Lawfulneſs of receiving the 
Lord's. Super kneeling, and yet greatly ſcruple the A4. 
ditional Rites to Cbriiſ's Inſtitution, which are us'd in the 


bother Sacrament, viz. the Croſs, and Sponſors? And may 


he not doubt of the Las fulneſs of fixing himſelf, as a con- 
ftant Member with a Church, that is ſo detective in its 
Diſcipline, and upon many accounts needs a tarther Kefor- 
mation? I have now finiſh'd all, that I judge neceſſary to 
be ſaid by way of Reply to the Drs. Letter, and am not con- 
ſciou that I have overlook'd any thing that is Material in 
it. His &4ill-ry, and his Uncbaritable Unchriſiian Reflections 


(duch as his cutting off the Diſſenters from the Catholic 
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Church; and denying, that a Chriſtian can receive any 


not one amongſt them can be otherwiſe than a More 
Perſon, but can't be 2 good Chriſtaan 3 His calling their 
Miniſters Deceivers, Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, &c. with 
which the 31, 32, 33, 4, Rates of his Book are filPd, 
I have induftriouſly over-look'd, leaſt I ſhould be tempty 
ed to imitate to foul ay*Kxample, Truth, and a Goad 
Canſe wants not theſe Supports, and a bad one is made but 
ſo much the worſe by them. Thele are the Sallics of 2 
furious Spirit and an intemperare Zeal, which injure none 
ſo much as the Perſon that vents them: To paſs the Sen- 
rence of Excommun ic at ion and Condemnation on ſuch a Bo- 
dy of Chriſtians as the Diſſenters are; is for a Mortal, Fi- 
nite Creature to aſſume too much, and ſaucily to invade 
the Prerdgative of the Great Searcher of Hearts, and ud 
of the World ; and beſpeaks a Man to know God, 
himſetf too little, and does from the Diſſenters rather 
deſerve ' Pity than Indignation; and I douht not, but; i 
will be the ſincere Deſne and Wiſh of many of them, tha 
whereas the Dr. does frequently pray, that God wo 
deliver him from all Malice and VUncharirableneſs, G 
would extend ſv much Mercy and Compaſſion to him, as t 
hear and anſwer His Prayer upon this Account. | 
The Poſt/cripr of His Leiter is not behind any part of 
it, for ſpiteful and invidious Miſ-epreſentations ; but they 
are ſo weak and filly, that even thoſe who upon other 
Accounts have highly applauded his Performance, have 
been ſcandalized and offended at them: A flight an 
contempt is the beſt Anſwer they deſerve. I ſhall there- 
fore conclude with deſiring Him, that before He an 
more charges the Dijenters, that they fall in with the 
Papiſts, becauie they ule Extempore Prayer, and preac 
without Notes, Cc. He would acquit himſelf from abet- 
ting the Principal and Fundamental Dofrines of Pape 
in theſe following Particulars, | as 
(I.) The great Baſis and Foundation, upon which the 
whole Romiſh Hierarchy and Uſurpation is built; is that 
now Chriſt is aſcended to the Father, it is abſolutely 
recelſary, that He ſhowd have His Peputy or Deputies, 
that 
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Benefit by attending their Worſhip, and affirming, that 
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to exert as ample an Authority over His Church, as He [-» 
imicif did whilft upon Earth; And the very ſame is ac 


* 
» (2 ed by che Dr. in His Anſwer to Mr. Dowy's Letter 
* - Þ. 20. His Words are, Thar what Chriſt chough good 10 
5 ſcribe 10 bis Church for its Benefit, the ſame or like with. 
F 1 4 doubt may be preſcrib'd by juch of Ais Servants, os 
3 Dr bas entruſted the Government of His Cburch with, and 


ther al! Imprſrions which ſuch His Servants think fit 10 

meb- in things not forbidden muſt be lool d upon r Chrifts 
| own 'Mipofitions. | | 
dF: W (3.0) B not the Doctrine of blind Obedience to the 
| * Clergy, the great Engine by which they keep the Laity 
in SubjeQion ? And have any of them run this Doftrinc = 
- digher than the Dr. has; in that He tells us, we muſt 
contrary. to our own Reaſon ſubmit our Fudgment and 0pi- 
nion to thteir's, and that Obedience to our Spirited Guides, 
if they ſhould deceive us would make an Error in us to 
be no Error, and Will-worſbip to be no Sin ? 

(4-) Do they not uncharitably damn and unchriſtian 
all that differ from them, that are not of their Faction, 
that own not their Worſbip and Diſcipline ? And has not 
18 the Dr. done the ſame by thoſe Chriſtians and Prote- 
} ſtents in this Kingdom, that fall, in not with the Nui 

_ Conſtitution. RAE SMES 
(4. Do they not moſt wickedly-and maliciouſiy charge 
the Reformation with being the Wart and Device of the 
'Devili And the Dr. has done the fame. by all the &s 


formed Churches, that want Epiſcopacy amongſt them. 
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